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Why you need to support small businesses

When you shop at local small 
businesses, you support all the 
things that make the area great. The 
money you spend here, stays here. 
Right here in this place you call your 
neighborhood.

Small Business Saturday is a 
movement encouraging people to 
shop at small businesses; millions 
of individuals, business and 
communities have embraced it 
nationwide. It is celebrated annually 
on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, 
Nov. 24.

There are several good ways 
to get involved in Small Business 
Saturday. You can go shopping or 
dining at a local small businesses.  
You can tell others to be a part 
of the movement or share with 
your own network how you’re 
supporting small businesses in our 
neighborhood.  Anything you can 
do helps to give small businesses the 
support they need to keep creating 
jobs, powering the economy and 
invigorating Cortland.  

4 Reasons to Support
Small Business Saturday

Small Business Saturday is more 
than a fun day to shop solo, with 
family, or with friends. When you 
support small businesses on Small 
Business Saturday and beyond, you 
support:

1. The Economy
According to Forbes, there are 

30.2 million small businesses in 
the United States, accounting for 
99.9 percent of U.S. businesses. 
Could you imagine if 99.9 percent 
of all businesses didn’t exist? Our 
consumer choices would be severely 
limited.

Small businesses promote 
competition and help prevent 
monopolies. By encouraging 
competition, small companies move 
the economy along.

Consumer spending on Small 
Business Saturday put a substantial 
amount of money back into the 
economy in 2017. Nationwide, 
consumers spent about $12 million 
on Small Business Saturday alone.

If you’re a consumer shopping on 
SBS or a small business participating 
in SBS, you can directly support the 
economy. And if you support small 
businesses by encouraging others to 
shop, you can indirectly impact the 
economy.

2. Your Community
Small Business Saturday is 

a community-centric day. It’s a 
day where communities can rally 
around its local small companies 
and host community events.

Consumers who spend on SBS 
support their local communities. 
Plus, small businesses are crucial 
to communities. Small enterprises 

add diversity, can become tourist 
attractions, and put money back 
into their local economies.

Small businesses that participate 
in SBS support their communities, 
too. Many small companies use 
Small Business Saturday as a chance 
to donate a percentage of their 
revenues to their communities.

3. The Workforce
The unemployment rate is at 

3.7 percent. And, 47.5 percent of 
U.S. employees (59.9 million) are 
employed at a small business. 
Small businesses consistently 
produce new jobs, fueling economic 
growth and contributing to a low 
unemployment rate. When you 
support small businesses, you also 
support the individuals working 
there.

Support the employees and 

owners behind the brands this 
SBS. Small Business Saturday has 
the potential to turn strangers into 
lifelong customers, encouraging 
the success of the enterprise, and 
ultimately the employment of its 
staff.

4. Authenticity
Small businesses are famous 

for offering original items, 
personalized service, and face-to-
face conversations with the owners 
themselves. There’s something 
about learning the history of an item 
and meeting the owner that gives 
small businesses that unique edge.

Small Business Saturday gives 
consumers the opportunity to check 
out new businesses, learn where 
the products come from, and get to 
know the people behind them. And, 
it allows small businesses to tell 
their authentic stories.

ou get your morning coffee there. 
You get your haircut there. You find 
that certain thing you are looking for 
right here in Cortland.  But actually, 
you get so much more.
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Shop for local angels

The Salvation Army’s Holiday 
Angel Tree Program is a great way 
for many to give back and be even 
happier with what we have. 

By shopping for an angel is not 
only an opportunity to purchase 
items from small businesses, but to 
support a child in your own com-
munity. In the words of the Salva-
tion Army, “Because of you, a child 
in need experiences the miracle of 
Christmas.”

About the Program
Each Salvation Army Corps 

has their own process for signing 
up and qualifying for the Angel 
Tree program, but all Angel Tree 
gifts are given to children from 
infancy through 18 years of age, 
whose families are in need of ex-
tra assistance around the holidays. 
The program serves thousands of 
children every year.

How to Adopt an Angel
Find an Angel Tree in your 

area. Most shopping malls host 
one, but if you are unsure of where 
to start, the Salvation Army keeps 
a list of locations on their website 
you can consult. Each tag on the 
tree lists a child’s name, their age, 
their gender and a wish lists of 
items.  You can choose any tag you 
like, using the wish list to guide 
you as you shop. Then return un-
wrapped gifts with the tag to the 
tree.

Make It a Tradition
Shopping for gifts is an excit-

ing activity and is bound to gen-
erate extra zest for the holiday 
season. Every year, bring anoth-
er friend along. Have the kids in 
your group choose an angel who 
is around their age, and enlist their 
help in choosing items to gift. Let 
them know that all of the angels 
listed on the tree are kids in their 
community. Help the younger 
members understand that Santa 
comes in all forms, and by giving 
what you can, you become Santa to 
someone else.

Giving Tuesday

If you decide to participate this 
year, consider giving your time or 
money to a local need.

The History
Many noted days now follow 

the holiday of Thanksgiving. The 
big day itself is followed by Black 
Friday, one of the biggest shopping 
days of the year. After this is Shop 
Small Saturday, Cyber Monday and 
then Giving Tuesday. 

Giving Tuesday was created 
in 2012 by the United Nations 
Foundation and the 92nd Street 
Y — marketed for that year’s 
Thanksgiving holiday. The intention 
of the holiday was to mark a day for 
celebrating the generosity of giving.

By The Numbers
If people enjoy spending money, 

they also enjoy giving it. Here is 
Giving Tuesday in 2017, by the 
numbers:

• 2.5 million online gifts were 
given for more than $300 million in 
monetary value.

• More than 150 countries 
participated in the campaign, along 
with more than 120 community 
coalitions.

• The social media impression 
of the campaign reached 21.7 billion. 
That’s right, billion.

Turning Giving Tuesday into 
a Local Affair

While there are many worthy 
national campaigns and foundations 
performing great work, there is 
something to be said for providing 
charitable acts in your hometown. 
Support a local charity or find a 
local chapter of a larger foundation 
you admire. Also keep in mind that 
not all giving has to be monetary. If 
you’re strapped for cash, there are 
many causes that would appreciate 
your time — even if it’s only for a 
few hours.

iving Tuesday has 
become a movement 
that celebrates the act 
of giving. While the 

campaign promotes charitable 
acts and other philanthropy 
throughout the year, it 
culminates on the first Tuesday 
following Thanksgiving. 

Ghe holidays are a 
wonderful time for 
most of us to be grate-
ful for what we have. 
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Plan your holiday meal

Groceries are an often-over-
looked aspect of shopping local, 
and one that can make a big dif-
ference not only to a small busi-
ness, but to your holiday meal as 
well.

Make a List, Check it Twice
Purchasing items from differ-

ent shops comes with the territory 
when it comes to food. The best 
place for produce may be differ-
ent that the best shop for meats or 
bread, unless you have a co-op at 
your convenience. Arrange your 
lists by location. This will help 
keep you organized and not for-
get any essential item.  

Scout Local Farms
If you are looking for a holiday 

bird to be the centerpiece of your 
meal, look around for local farms. 

Many local farms have a stand at 
a farmers markets or will adver-
tise through local channels. This 
is a great way to get a turkey, for 
example, that is very fresh and 
most likely been raised cage-free.

Visit a Farmers Market
Depending on your climate, 

you may have an operating farm-
ers market available to you year 
round. Fall and early winter 
months just happen to be prime 
time for root vegetables. Even if 
you live in a cooler climate, many 
open markets try and stay open 
as late as possible to help people 
with their holiday shopping.

Support Your Local Bakery
Take some pressure off your-

self and let someone else handle 
the desserts. Local bakeries will 

ou’ve consulted your cookbooks and perhaps the experts at Food Network, and planned 
your holiday meal. It is now time to start shopping for the bounty. Instead of heading to 
your local big-box grocery store, consider spreading the joy. Y

have plenty to choose from. Just 
be sure to call and pre-order. Un-
less you place your order ahead 

of time, bakeries may not be able 
to guarantee their selection by the 
time you arrive.
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Gifting hand-crafted

And let’s face it, not all of 
us were blessed with a crafty 
gene or skilled artisan hands. 
This is why local markets exist.

Visit a Local Bakery
Hand-crafted is not limit-

ed to wares. For those on your 
list who prefer a minimalist 
lifestyle (or have everything), 
consider a consumable gift. 
Local bakeries go into over-
drive during the holiday sea-
son, producing many delicious 
treats. Consumable gifts are 
a great way to show some-
one you care. One of the great 
things about local bakeries is 
that they take advantage of 
the high store traffic, and often 
produce specialty items only 

available during the holiday. 
Homemade marshmallows 
and cocoa-dusted truffles will 
make any friend feel loved.

A Gift with a Story
Don’t hesitate to strike up 

a conversation with the shop 
owner. Because local business-
es have a vested interest in their 
own success, they take special 
care with the items they stock 
and often know how things are 
produced. If you find your in-
tended gift has a story, share it. 

For an added touch of thought-
fulness, choose a piece of fine 
stationery and write the item’s 
story down. Include the note 
with the gift.

Online Platforms
Many online forums serve 

as communities of small-busi-
nesses selling handcrafted 
wares, many of which who 
work out of their homes. While 
this may not necessarily be 
shopping local in the tradi-
tional way, it is most definitely 

shopping small. (You also can 
probably find local sellers on 
these platforms.) 

It is important to support 
small businesses because most 
are family-run. A majority of 
these businesses are so small 
they need to keep their over-
head low, which means no 
brick and mortar building. By 
purchasing items from these 
shops, you are helping some-
one else’s dream grow and 
gaining a handmade gift in the 
process.

handmade gift 
can add a special 
note of thought 
to a gift. But re-
member to think 

outside the box. Shopping 
local can actually allow 
you to achieve the best of 
both worlds: Gifting an 
item that is unique and 
handmade while also sav-
ing yourself the time and 
stress of creating some-
thing yourself. 
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