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(NewsUSA) – With the 
wrapping paper and bows barely 

The heart wants what it wants - on Valentine’s Day
put away, stores across the country 
are already prepping for the next 
major event — Valentine’s Day.

Whether loathed by the 
lonely hearted or embraced by 
hopeful romantics, Feb. 14 can 
elicit everything from anxiety to 
optimism. And why not? It is the 
one day a year that expectations are 
high, and hope is in the air.

Unfortunately, men can be poor 
planners when it comes to this 
special day, and trying to please one 
half of a couple without breaking 
the bank can also be a struggle. 
Which is why, say experts, the most 
romantic day of the year tends to be 
anything but.

“The majority of men act like 
robots, purchasing flowers and 
chocolate for their sweethearts 
because that’s what everyone else 

is doing,” says Michael Webb, a 
relationship author. “Many people 
celebrate the day out of obligation 
rather than celebration.”

But it doesn’t have to be that 
way. Check out the following ideas 
to help jog the most uncreative 
mind to new heights:

• Consider the alternatives.
Dinner reservations on Valentine’s 
Day (which happens to be on a 
Wednesday this year) require 
(sometimes) planning months 
ahead of time. If you haven’t 
already done so, a breakfast or 
brunch instead can be just as lovely. 
Besides being more inexpensive 
than dinner, it also allows for a 
full day of Valentine’s activities 
(planning still required).

• Attend to the little things.
It’s been said that the devil is in the 

details, and never is this more 
true than on the most romantic 
day of the year. So, whether 
you’re fine dining or having an 
intimate dinner for two at home, 
candles, soft music and incense 
can create a memorable ambiance 
not to be soon forgotten on this 
day of dates.

• Make a romantic gesture.
Romance doesn’t have to break 
the bank. A few special truffles to 
be enjoyed with a bottle of wine 
are far more inexpensive (and 
appreciated) than a large box of 
chocolates. Or rejuvenate your 
youthful spirits by going to your 
neighborhood park and playing 
on the swings and slides. Oh, 
and be sure to put the same effort 
into the evening to make it just as 
romantic.
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Chemical Bank awards $500 to 
Veterans Memorial project

Chemical Bank awarded the 
Cortland Community Foundation with 
$500 towards the Veterans Memorial 
project on Jan. 25.  Pictured from left 
are: Ian McAleer, project chairman; 
Maryann McElfresh, Chemical Bank 
assistant vice president and Banking 
Center manager; and Don Fatobene, 
vice president and LPO manager of 
Chemical Bank.

McAleer commented that with the 
Chemical Bank donation, the project 

reached $73,400 in donations, paver 
orders and pledges thanks to the 
many individuals, businesses, veterans 
groups and service clubs in the Cortland 
and Warren area. To reach their goal 
of $165,000, they are continuing to 
accept paver orders and donations 
all of which are sent to the Cortland 
Community Foundation, 400 N. High 
St., Cortland OH 44410.  Interested 
sponsors are asked check the project 
website CortlandVeteransMem.org.

Business News and Notes
By Thom Foley

Did you know that Campbell Carpet & Flooring isn’t just carpet? They have 
the latest styles of flooring including waterproof floating vinyl planks. I’m going to 
have it installed in my office area. See if it’s right for you.

Cortland Playroom will start taking registration Feb. 19 for the 2018-2019 
school year and for its summer programs. Don’t hesitate – most of the programs 
fill up very fast. They offer full time and part time options.

Mark Thomas Ford has one of the largest selections of new and used cars and 
trucks in Trumbull County. Before you buy stop in and check out their inventory.

Looking for a great place to watch the Super Bowl? Beef’O’Brady’s has over 40 
TVs, over 30 draft beers and great food!

Country Porch Winery is a very unique place to hold that bridal shower, small 
wedding reception or any special occasion.

Cortland Pediatrics, Dr. Lynn Johnson is open five days a week. Give them a 
call – your children will love her!

Do you know the answer to Greenwood Insurance’s trivia question? Check 
out their ad to see if you know where that mystery building was located.

Getting married? Let Jody Sova find that perfect home for you.
Lou Wollam Chevrolet has some great coupons to keep your car in top running 

order. See them on the back page of the paper.
Noble Reynolds Insurance can’t help you plan your wedding. But they will 

help you plan your future. Don’t get married without getting the right home, life 
and auto insurance.

Have you seen the banquet room at Vasilio’s? It is perfect for bridal shower, 
small receptions or any gathering. Check out their banquet and catering menu at 
www.Vasiliosdining.com.

Atty. Martin Nosich handles any aspect of legal issues you may have from oil 
and gas rights, family law, personal injury and so much more.

I just bought more bird seed at Centerra. Did you know they have one of the 
largest selections of bird feed and bird feeders in the county? They also have dog 
food, horse feed and great prices.

The deadline for FREE pickup and delivery of any mower for your annual 
tune-up at Cortland Mower is Feb. 28. I just got mine back - can’t wait for the snow 
to stop so I can cut my grass!!

Lakeside Sport Shop has more than bait and fishing needs. It has a HUGE 
selection of beers and Ohio wines. No need to get out of your car – just drive thru.

Do you have well problems? TNT Water Well can fix any problem or drill you 
a new one.

Are you looking for that unique personalized wedding or shower gift? Check 
out Foleys Fotos ad. The perfect gift for ANY occasion. Sports fans will love their 
personalized pics, too.

Warren Rotary’s 2018 Pizza 
Challenge Feb. 25

The Rotary Club of Warren is 
hosting “Slice of the Valley: Annual 
Valley Pizza Challenge” on Sunday, 
Feb. 25 at the Metroplex Expo Center, 
1620 Motor Inn Drive, Liberty Twp.

Attendees and celebrity judges 
will vote for the best pizza in the 
Mahoning Valley. Last year, Belleria 
placed first in the pizza challenge. 
Primanti Bros. was judged the best 
specialty pizza.

Rob Berk, event chair, said 
the event has these new features 
including entertainment by Bo 
Wagner, as Frank Sinatra, and his 
13-piece orchestra; desserts from the 
Mocha House in Warren; and locally 
produced craft beers. 

“We are extremely pleased to 
have a larger venue, great new 
entertainment and quality desserts 
and local beers for our 2018 

attendees,” Berk said.
The fundraiser, which runs from 

4 to 7 p.m., also will include Chinese 
and silent auctions and a 50/50 raffle. 
Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for 
children ages 6 and under. Beverages 
and desserts will be available for 
purchase.

Proceeds will go to Trumbull 
Mobile Meals, Warren Family 
Mission, Salvation Army of Warren, 
Rotary Foundation and Courthouse 
Square Fountain Restoration Project.

Pizza vendors interested in 
competing in the pizza challenge 
should contact Berk at 330-369-
1192. Sponsorships are available by 
contacting Bill Beinecke, sponsor 
chair, at 330-856-1414. For more 
information, call 800-323-3547 or 
go to the event website, www.
SliceOfTheValley.com.
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pride and bring the residents of our community closer to one another by providing accurate, timely and useful information.  We 
hold ourselves to high standards of journalism and strive to be a source of trust for our readers.

Based on the policy of the Cortland News to print positive news about our community, we reserve the right to reject 
contributed material considered inappropriate.  We reserve the right to edit information accepted for publication for accuracy, style, 
length, spelling, grammar, and clarity.

The Cortland News wishes to present a fair and accurate news report.  If you have a concern about anything published, 
please call our office at 330-565-2637 and leave a message for our Manager or Editor. 

Death notices and obituaries will be printed in the Cortland News at the request of the family.  Arrangement should be made 
to have information for death notices and obituaries sent directly to the Cortland News from the funeral home.   Space restraints 
may require some editing.  Publication dates for the Cortland News may prohibit an obituary from appearing prior to a funeral 
or memorial service.
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Our Next Issue....Feb. 24, 2018
Our theme will be Women’s History Month

Article Deadline by Feb. 9 • Display Advertising Deadline is Feb. 14
 Email articles to editor@cortlandnews.net

Meetings and agenda of Council and 
Planning meetings area available at
www.cityofcortland.org

Cortland City Council meeting minutes
Read the minutes from Cortland City 
Council meetings at http://www.
cityofcortland.org/ under City Council 
Minutes. 

www.bazettatwp.org

www.cityofcortland.org

Regular meetings the second and fourth Monday of each month at 7 p.m., unless 
otherwise noted.

Bazetta Township Trustees Regular Meetings

Tuesday, Feb. 13,  6 p.m. - A 60 minute caucus with department heads preceding. 
Tuesday, Feb. 27,  9 a.m. - A 60 minute caucus with department heads preceding.

Meetings are held at the Township Administration Building unless noted

Lakeview Board of Education Meetings
Regular meetings the second Monday of each month at 6 p.m. in the Lakeview 
High School Media Center, unless otherwise noted.
Monday, Feb. 12, 6 p.m. - Lakeview High School Media Center 

See Business Cards on Page 18

Cortland City Council Meetings are now on TV
Cortland City Council Meetings are now posted on YouTube.  The videos are usually 
posted no later than the next day after the meeting and can be accessed via a link on the 
city website or by visiting www.youtube.com and searching “City of Cortland, Ohio”

My Kaywa QR-Code
http://thecortlandnews.com

http://kaywa.me/Ccg4Z

Download the Kaywa QR Code Reader (App Store &Android Market) and scan your code!

Scan to viSit cortland newS
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By Terri Barnovsky, administrative assistant

Notice of Public Hearing
Cortland City Council will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2018 at 

6:15 p.m. at the City Administration Building, 400 N High St. The purpose of the 
hearing is to consider an amendment to the Planning and Zoning Code to identify 
Medical Marijuana Dispensaries, Cultivators Level II and Processors as Uses 
Permitted Upon Review in certain Commercial Districts and to identify Medical 
Marijuana Cultivators Level I and/or Level II and Processors as Uses Permitted 
Upon Review in the Industrial District.

Why is this legislation being considered?
 The City of Cortland is being proactive to address the State of Ohio’s creation 

of the Medical Marijuana Industry.  This amendment, if approved, would 
establish a procedure for someone to request such a business in Cortland.  An 
entity would file an application to have the business considered as a Use Permitted 
Upon Review.  The Planning, Zoning and Building Commission would consider 
the application only after holding a public hearing.  The public hearing would 
have a thirty (30) day public notice and review period.  Residents would have an 
opportunity to speak at the public hearing for each and every business application. 

Dates to Remember:
Feb. 5 – City Council – 7 p.m.
Feb. 12 – Parks Board – 5 p.m.
Feb. 12 – Planning & Zoning Commission – 7 p.m.
Feb. 19 – City offices will be closed.
Feb. 20 – City Council – 7 p.m.

Four Season Garden Club sponsor 
luminarias at Lake Vista

A Cortland area luminary 
display was sponsored by 
Four Seasons Garden Club on 
Christmas Eve at the entrance 
to Ohio Living Lake Vista. The 
display was in celebration of 
Christmas as well as a repeat of 
a time past, previously referred 
to as Light up Cortland.  In the 
past during Light up Cortland, 
the club sold luminary kits to 
many residents as a fundraiser. 
The club hopes to bring back 
this beautiful tradition and 
Light up Cortland once again in 
2018.

As the Garden Club officially 
begins its 50th anniversary 
year, new officers, pictured 
below,  have been elected and 
many exciting programs have 
been planned to commemorate this great accomplishment. Shortly the club’s 
annual spring plant sale will be underway; look for information in March, 
along with other annual projects and some new events that will be shared with 
the community as the year progresses. 

And while winter has arrived in full force, blanketing us with snow and 
cold, members of Four Seasons hardly notice as they are already thinking 
spring and plants. Each meeting the focus is on something different and 
January’s gathering did not disappoint. Master Gardener Linda Wurthner 
explained the centuries old Japanese garden art of Kokedama. With clay, 
peat moss, water and string she demonstrated how to take the root ball of a 
plant, make a mud ball around it, then coat or wrap soft green moss around 
the mud and tie the ball with wool string. This “moss ball” plant became a 
living planter that when hung on a string or placed in a planter, becomes a 
distinctive display piece. 

New officers for the Four Seasons Garden Club are from left: Linda Wurthner, treasurer; Joan 
Thomas, recording secretary; Kathleen Ferris, president; Debbie Williams, vice president; 
and Anita Shaw, corresponding secretary.

Grand opening held for
Cortland Music 101

Cortland Music 101, located at 197 S. High St., held their grand opening on 
Jan. 27.  Pictured are Alex Stojkov, Candice Stojkov, Mayor Jim Woofter, Council 
member Patti Lamoureaux Keller and Julia Wetstein.
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Happy Valentine’s Day to all, and 
have I got a special valentine for you. 
Some plant varieties have been garden 
favorites for decades. The genus Dicentra, 
commonly called Bleeding Heart, are 
some of the most treasured plants in 
the U.S., providing dependable color 
for the home shade garden. Dicentra 
spectabilis is world famous for its pink 
heart shaped flowers arrayed along 
arching stems, a little like a string of 
pearls. Dicentra spectabilis ‘Alba’ is the 
white form. Until recently, pink and 
white were the only choices.  Now there 
is a new kid on the block.

Dicentra spectabilis ‘Hardival’ is an 
old-fashioned favorite with a vibrant 
new look.  This bleeding heart, named 
Valentine, is the first tall bleeding heart 
with flowers that are really red. This 
perennial displays clusters of deep red 
heart shaped flowers with white tips 
dangling from arching burgundy stems 
over a long bloom season from spring 
to early summer.  Valentine has deeply 
lobed silver-green foliage with new 
spring growth having a purple cast to 
the leaves. 

Valentine thrives in damp borders 
and woodland gardens, and is also 
a great addition to a shady patio 
container. This plant is not fussy about 
soil pH or soil type.  It likes rich soil 
and good drainage. Valentine wants 
shade with good natural light and will 
tolerate morning sun. Fertilize in the 
spring with a time-release fertilizer, 
following the instructions.  Water 
during dry spells when in bloom, but 
Valentine will go dormant during a hot 
summer. 

Valentine bleeding heart has a 
vigorous mounding growth habit with 
a compact form growing 24 to 30” tall 

and 36“ wide. Once the clumps have 
increased, the rhizomes can easily 
be divided after flowering. Bleeding 
hearts also reseed themselves for new 
plants the following spring.  This is a 
colorful accent plant with good color, 
form and texture to use as a specimen 
or in massed plantings.

There are no insects or diseases 
that bother bleeding hearts, and they 
are deer and rabbit resistant. Valentine 
is a great companion plant with ferns 
and hostas and early spring flowers 
like trilliums and bluebells.  If a red 
color and fern-like foliage isn’t enough, 
I have one more.

Dicentra Gold Heart, 2 to 3 ft. 
tall and 2 ft. wide for USDA planting 
zones 3 to 9 (same as Valentine) with 
pink and white hearts. Gold Heart has 
radiant golden-leaved foliage that does 
not change to green after flowering, 
and with sufficient water, will not go 
dormant in summer but will continue 
to add color until frost.

Happy Gardening!
Kathleen Ferris is a Trumbull County 

Ohio State Extension Master Gardener 
and a Cortland resident.

WJL committee presents
dinner and tree to family

GFWC Ohio Warren Junior 
Women’s Domestic Violence 
Awareness committee adopted a 
family in the Trumbull County area 
for the holidays. Delivering joy to the 

family were President Jonnah Hetzel 
and Chairman Mary Swift who brought 
a full Thanksgiving dinner and a 
Christmas tree along with a few presents 
to brighten the family’s holiday. 

Quilters Fancy celebrates grand 
opening of new location

After more than two decades 
on N. High Street, Quilters Fancy 
Quilt Shop has moved into its 
new location at 225 S. High 
St. in the Cortland Commons 
Plaza across from Circle K. The 
week of Jan. 22 they celebrated 
their grand opening with sales, 
demonstrations, food and prizes. 
“Our new larger location offers 
more parking, better lighting, 
more space and higher visibility. 
We simply outgrew the old 
location and needed more room 
for the many new fabrics, beads 
and other accessories we carry,” 
said owner Cindy Oravec. “We 
have many clearance items that 
will remain on sale throughout the 
month of February at extremely 
deep discounts.”

There were many door prizes 
that were given away on Saturday, 
Jan. 27 and customers came from Michigan, Pennsylvania, Columbus and 
Cleveland.

Pictured are Cindy Oravec, owner and quilters Janice Maze and Leslie Clarke 
from Cleveland.
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Community Events
Event calendar Feb. 3 to Feb. 24

Cortland City/Bazetta Township and Lakeview School Board meetings 
and schedules. See pg. 2 and 4

Lakeview Local School activities and sports schedules visit www.
lakeviewlocal.org.

American Red Cross blood donations, various dates. www.redcrossblood.
org or 1-800-733-2767. 

18th Annual Antique Motorcycle Exhibit presents “The Motor,” National 
Packard Museum, Warren, through May 20. 

Cortland Branch Library events, See pg. 12
Cortland Veterans Memorial Committee essay contests for Lakeview 

school students and adults, ends March 5. 
Johnston Senior Center offers hot meals Monday through Friday at noon. 
OhioCAN Blessing Bags project for homeless population, items dropped 

off at city hall. 
Teapot collection on display, Sutliff Museum, second floor of Warren-

Trumbull County Public Library, 444 Mahoning Ave., Warren, through 
April.  See pg. 6

Youngstown Nighthawks Soccer League, Cortland League schedule, visit 
www.facebook.com/ytownnigthhawks

FEBRUARY
3-27 Warren Flea & Farmers Market, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 428 Main Ave., 

Warren, 330-399-8298.
4 Sunday Afternoon at Warren Heritage Center, 2-5 p.m., Kinsman 

House, 303 Mahoning Ave. NW, Warren, 330-372-0237.
8 Shepherd’s Foundation’s annual Wine Social, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Tyler 

History Center, 325 West Federal St., Youngstown.  See pg. 8
9 Wildare Church Night to Shine prom for people with special needs, 

6-9 p.m., 7211 N. Park Ave. Ext., Cortland. See pg. 8
11 WD Packard Concert Band, 3 p.m., Packard Music Hall, 1703 Mahoning 

Ave. NW, Warren, www.wdpackardband.com.
13 Trumbull County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogy Society meeting, 

10:15 a.m., Thomas Meeting Room at the Warren-Trumbull Library. See 
pg. 12

14 WD Packard Concert Band Valentine’s Dance, 7-9 p.m., Packard 
Music Hall, 1703 Mahoning Ave. NW, Warren, www.wdpackardband.
com.

16 St. John Orthodox Church fish fry dinner, 4-7 p.m., 2220 Reeves Road 
NE, Warren. 

19 Presidents’ Day-City offices closed
23 “Random Acts of Artists,” Tuesday-Saturday, 12-4 p.m., Trumbull Art 

Gallery, 158 N. Park Ave., Warren, 330-395-4876.
24 5th annual Warren Relay for Life Quarter Auction to benefit the 

American Cancer Society, 6 p.m., Hippodrome, Warren. See pg. 9

Teapot collection on display
at Sutliff Museum

A collection of teapots is now on display at the Sutliff Museum. The 
collection features ceramic and stoneware teapots collected from all over the 
world, including Taiwan and Japan. Originating in China, tea was primarily 
used for medicinal uses. As the trade routes connecting the East to the West were 
established, drinking tea became fashionable especially among the British. This 
exhibit is open through April. 

The Sutliff Museum, operated by The Warren Library Association, is located 
on the second floor of the Warren-Trumbull County Public Library at 444 
Mahoning Ave., Warren.  Admission is free and hours of operation are from 3 -6 
p.m., Wednesday and Thursday and 1-4 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 



Page 7Cortland News - February 3, 2018 - Community

By Chief Tom Andrews, Cortland Police Department

We have seen an increase in the 
types and amount of scams that are 
being perpetrated in our area.  Most 
of these scams have evolved over the 
years and now reach us via computers, 
emails, texts and personal messaging.  
Fraudulent persons can now “mask” 
their phone numbers or email addresses 
so they appear local or even from 
people you may know.  Below is a brief 
description from the FBI, White Collar 
Crime and CyberCrime web pages of 
the types of frauds that we have seen.

Advance Fee Schemes-An advance 
fee scheme occurs when the victim pays 
money to someone in anticipation of 
receiving something of greater value—
such as a loan, contract, investment, or 
gift—and then receives little or nothing 
in return.

Counterfeit Prescription Drugs-
Counterfeit prescription drugs are 
illegal, fake medicines that may be 
hazardous to your health.  These can be 
ordered via the internet and shipped.

Credit Card Fraud-Credit card 
fraud is the unauthorized use of a 
credit or debit card, or card number, to 
fraudulently obtain money or property.

Identity Theft-Identity theft occurs 
when someone assumes your identity 
to perform a fraud or other criminal act.  
This includes tax filings for both State 
and Federal funds.

Internet Auction Fraud-Consumers 
are strongly cautioned against entering 
into internet auction transactions with 
subjects exhibiting irregular behavior 
or making odd payment requests.  
Think Craig’s List, eBay, etc.

Internet Fraud-Internet fraud is the 
use of internet services or software with 

internet access to defraud victims or to 
otherwise take advantage of them.

Investment Fraud-Investment fraud 
is an offer using false or fraudulent 
claims to solicit investments or loans, or 
providing for the purchase, use, or trade 
of forged or counterfeit securities.

Nigerian Letter or “419” Fraud-
Nigerian letter frauds combine the 
threat of impersonation fraud with a 
variation of an advance fee scheme 
in which a letter mailed, or e-mailed, 
from Nigeria offers the recipient the 
“opportunity” to share in a percentage 
of millions of dollars that the author—a 
self-proclaimed government official—is 
trying to transfer illegally out of Nigeria.

Telemarketing Fraud-When you 
send money to people you do not know 
personally or give personal or financial 
information to unknown callers, you 
increase your chances of becoming a 
victim of telemarketing fraud.

The best way to explore if something 
you received is a scam is to do some 
research on it via the internet.  A 
quick check of a name, phone number, 
company, etc. will usually pop up 
computer chatter about the fraud if 
it exists.  Remember the adage-“If it 
sounds too good to be true, it probably 
is.”  If you have elderly parents, friends 
or neighbors you may wish to offer them 
help in this area also.  They are a prime 
target of almost all these scams usually 
because they work so well.  If you are 
unsure, feel free to call us as well.  We 
usually have heard or seen the scam in 
some form before.

Authorship of this column alternates 
between the Cortland and Bazetta Police 
Departments.

Betty J. McDonald 
1924-2018

Betty J. McDonald, 93, formerly of Cortland, 
Punta Gorda, Fla., and Mequon, Wis., died 
Saturday, Jan. 6, 2018.

Betty graduated from Warren G. Harding 
High School and married William H. McDonald.

She is survived by four sons, Greg (Gloria), 
Mike (Marian), Bill (Sara) and John (Pamela); 
nine granddaughters, Christina, Kimberly, 
Allison, Betsy, Keely, Maia, Erin, Shayna and 
Taylor; a grandson, Dustin; and two great-
granddaughters, Hadley and Ingrid.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
William H. McDonald, who died in 1994.

Arrangements and interment were 
entrusted to Crown Hill Burial Park, Vienna.
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Roy Hensley receives 50 Year 
Masonic Service Award

Shepherd’s Foundation to host
Wine Social

Shepherd’s Foundation will hold its annual Wine Social on Thursday, Feb. 8 

from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Tyler History Center in Youngstown. The center is 
located at 325 West Federal St., Youngstown. Tickets are $40 and can be purchased 
by calling 330-530-4038 or at www.shepherdofthevalley.com/winesocial. The 
evening will include wine and food pairings, entertainment by French Blue, a 
Chinese auction and a cork pull. Proceeds to benefit Shepherd’s Foundation.

     Marsla, our longest resident, came in as a stray in March. 
She is a 2-year-old female brindle Pit bull, weighing around 
50 pounds. She will be going to our CCP training program on 
Feb. 6, where she will learn basic obedience, crate training, and 
housetraining. You can pre-adopt her, so when she graduates 
on April 10, she can finally go home! She can be dog selective, 
so a family where she can be center of attention is best or a 
meet and greet is highly recommended. She is not a fan of cats. 
She loves belly rubs and playing. Her adoption fee is $200 and 
includes her spay, vaccinations, heartworm testing, microchip 
with registration and more.

Amethyst came to us in June. She’s a younger, 
domestic medium hair, with black/beige tiger 
striped markings and white underneath. She 
has beautiful green eyes. She’s been living in our 
director’s office to help her acclimate. She came 
in very scared and skittish. If you’re looking for a 
lap cat, this is your girl! She is not in her condo, so 
please ask us to come visit her in the back. She’s 
come a long way and loves her igloo bed, playing 
with toys, and to be combed. Her adoption fee is $20.17 and includes her spay, 
vaccinations, FeLV/FIV testing, a microchip with registration and more.

Shelter hours are Tuesday through Saturday from noon to 6 p.m. 
Adoptions close at 5:30 p.m. The shelter is closed on Sundays and Mondays. 
AWL shelter is located at 812 Youngstown Kingsville Road SE in Vienna, 
across the street from Avalon at Squaw Creek.  For more information call 330-
539-5300 or visit www.awlrescueme.com.

Cortland Masonic Lodge #529 recently presented Brother Roy Hensley with 
a 50 Year Masonic Service Award at his residence. The distinguished award was 
presented by RWB James Kowacich, District Deputy Grand Master for the 25th 
Masonic District of Northeast Ohio. 

Pictured are Brother Frank Daugherty, WB Bill Gore, Brother Roy Hensley, RWB 
James Kowacick, WB Ian McAleer, RWB Adrian McAleer, Brother Tim Chaney and 
Brother Jerry Porter.

Wildare Church to 
host Night to Shine 

prom for people 
with special needs

Wildare Church will serve as one 
of more than 500 churches around 
the world that will host Night to 
Shine, sponsored by the Tim Tebow 
Foundation, simultaneously on Friday, 
Feb. 9, from 6-9 p.m. Night to Shine is 
an unforgettable prom night experience, 
centered on God’s love, for people with 
special needs, ages 14 and older. This 
worldwide movement will take place in 
all 50 states and 16 countries around the 
world.

Wildare will host approximately 60 
guests at Night to Shine. They will enter 
this free event on a red carpet complete 
with a warm welcome from a friendly 
crowd and paparazzi. Once inside, 
guests receive the royal treatment, 
including hair and makeup stations, shoe 
shining areas, limousine rides, prom 
photos, corsages and boutonnieres, a 
catered dinner, karaoke, prom favors for 
each honored guest, a Respite Room for 
parents and caretakers, and, of course, 
a dance floor… all leading up to the 
moment when each guest is crowned 
king or queen of the prom. 

The church address is 7211 N. Park 
Ave. Ext., Cortland, but the location is in 
Champion Twp., just north of Warren 
at the corner of N. Park Avenue and 
Bristol-Champion Townline Road. 
Guests begin arriving at 6 p.m. Dancing 
will start at 7 p.m.
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Valentine’s recipes you’ll love to share
(Family Features) If the way to your loved one’s heart is through the stomach, 

there’s no better way to start off this Valentine’s Day than with a homemade 
breakfast prepared with love. 

Whether you’re whipping up a breakfast for a spouse with a sophisticated 
palate or trying to tempt the taste buds of your littlest loves, explore these ideas to 
get inspired.

•	 Red is the color of love, so build your menu around fresh strawberries or 
raspberries, which pair perfectly with French toast or crepes, and can even dress 
up a simple cereal.

•	 For a more sensible menu, opt for a fruity berry smoothie or a parfait layered 
with fresh fruit, low-fat yogurt and granola. Add a hint of loving indulgence by 
sprinkling dark chocolate shavings on top.

•	 Show your affection with a plate of these colorful Cocoa-Kissed Red Velvet 
Pancakes featuring rich 100 percent cocoa, buttermilk and fresh berries. Heart-
shaped cookie cutters lend a special touch to these fluffy, flavorful pancakes. Add 
sweet garnishes like powdered sugar and berries for a sensational way to say “I 
love you.”

Find more recipes you’ll love to share with your nearest and dearest this 
Valentine’s Day at Culinary.net.

Cocoa-Kissed Red Velvet Pancakes
Recipe courtesy of Nestlé
Servings: 10 pancakes

1 cup all-purpose flour
¼ cup granulated sugar
3 tablespoons Nestlé Toll House Baking Cocoa
1 teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
1 large egg
1 cup reduced-fat buttermilk or low-fat milk
2 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla extract
1 teaspoon red food coloring
heart-shaped pancake cutters or cookie cutters (optional)
butter, for garnish (optional)
powdered sugar, for garnish (optional)
maple syrup, for garnish (optional)
fresh berries, for garnish (optional)

In large bowl, combine flour, sugar, baking cocoa, baking powder, baking 
soda and salt; stir well.

In separate large bowl, whisk together egg, buttermilk, unsalted butter, 
vanilla extract and food coloring. Add to flour mixture; stir to combine. Allow 
mixture to sit 5 minutes.

Heat nonstick skillet or griddle over medium heat. Brush with oil or 
butter. Add about 1/4 cup batter to skillet. Cook about 2 minutes, or until 
bubbles start to form on top. Flip and cook 1-2 minutes, or until bottom is 
lightly browned. Serve immediately with butter, powdered sugar, syrup and 
berries, if desired. 

Tip: If using pancake or cookie cutters, be sure to coat with oil so pancakes 
don’t stick. Place cutters in skillet and pour batter into cutters. Remove cutters 
before flipping.

2018 Mosquito Lake Polar Plunge

Join in the fun and round up at 
the 5th annual Warren Relay for Life 
Quarter Auction to benefit the American 
Cancer Society on Saturday, Feb. 24 at the 
Hippodrome in downtown Warren. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. with a buffet dinner and 
cash bar. 

New to this year’s event is a wine 
bottle auction raffle, top 50 items/baskets 
for the Quarter auction, a Chinese auction 
and a 50/50 raffle. Come dressed in your 
favorite country western duds and cowboy 
boots and bring your quarters for the 
Quarter auction. Contact Darcy Larson 
at 330-719-5154 or Judy Fox at 330-540-
9275 for reservations/tickets, which are 
$25 each. Event sponsorships are also 
available.

With temperatures reaching the low 
40s, participants took the plunge on Jan. 
20 to raise money for the Special Olym-
pics Ohio. The 110 participants raised 
nearly $16,000 this year.

Even with the warmer temperatures 
the water temperature was 30 degrees 
and the ice on Mosquito Lake was about 

15 inches thick. The first plunge was 
made by 86-year-old Minnie Wolfe. 
She has participated in most Trum-
bull County Polar Plunges. After that 
the teams were announced on their 
way into the water. Visit our website 
at www.thecortlandnews.com to see 
more photos and video of the day.

Cowboys and 
cowgirls wanted!

Trumbull receives $250,000 grant
The Trumbull County Mental Health 

and Recovery Board and FSR Parkman—a 
new Warren-based 16-bed detox and 
treatment center set to open in February—
are pleased to announce the receipt of 
$250,000 in one-time grant funding from 
the Ohio Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services (OhioMHAS). 

Located at 4930 Enterprise Dr. in 
Warren, FSR Parkman will allocate the grant 
funds to pay for staff, rent, utilities, food, 
supplies, maintenance and repair of the 
new facility. Owned by Scott Wilkes, FSR 
Parkman will be open to the public on Feb. 
19 and will deliver effective, individualized 
addiction services that follow the trusted, 
evidence-based treatment model used by 
First Step Recovery. 

First Step Recovery, a Warren-based 
detox and treatment center that opened 
in 2015, has helped thousands of patients 
find a better way of life through sobriety. 
First Step Recovery’s leadership team 

will provide consulting services at FSR 
Parkman. 

“We are thrilled about FSR Parkman 
being the recipient of such a generous 
grant from OhioMHAS! We understand 
the devastation caused by substance 
use disorders and how addiction has 
wreaked havoc in Trumbull County. This 
new funding will help FSR Parkman to 
meet the growing demand for evidence-
based addiction services,” said Cindy 
Woodford, consulting director for FSR 
Parkman. 

“The new detox beds are imperative 
to getting people the help they need 
when they need it,” said April Caraway, 
executive director of the Trumbull County 
Mental Health and Recovery Board. 

In addition to 16 detox beds, FSR 
Parkman will provide addiction treatment 
services such as individual, group and 
family counseling, relapse prevention, 
case management and 12-step meetings.



Page 10 Cortland News - February 3, 2018 - Community

Franklin Manios honored for 60 year
of service by Masons

The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Ohio honored Brother 
Franklin Manios for his 60 years of service. RWB James Kowacich, District Deputy 
Grand Master for the 25th District of Northeast Ohio, presented the 60 Year 
Masonic Service Award. Brethren from Cortland Masonic Lodge #529 participated 
in the award presentation. Pictured from left are:  Brother Tim Chaney, WB Ron 
Curry, Brother Jerry Porter, Brother Frank Daugherty, RWB Adrian McAleer, WB 
Ian McAleer, Brother Franklin Manios, RWB James Kowacich and WB Bill Gore.

Winter wellness tips
(StatePoint) A busy lifestyle and 

cooler weather can take a toll on the 
body, especially for those who suffer from 
chronic aches and pains. Whether the 

cause of your pain is due to injury, stress, 
or poor sleep, there are many ways to feel 
better while avoiding future pain.

To stay well this season and naturally 
manage muscle pain, consider these tips 
from professional ballroom dancer Tony 
Dovolani, who’s no stranger to the subject 
of pain management.

• Stretch. Stretching is not just 
for before or after a workout. Stretch 
throughout the day to keep blood 
flowing, particularly if you have a job 
that keeps you sedentary.

• Eat right. Your diet should include 
lean protein and healthy carbs. “And I 
eat my vegetables, too!” says Dovolani. 
“Mainly spinach, string beans and 
broccoli.”

Figure out which vegetables you like 
best, and be sure to incorporate them into 
your diet.

• Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate! Water is 
necessary for muscle repair. Drink water 
throughout the day and especially when 
you’re active.

• Apply heat. Heat is a timeless 
remedy, and it’s clinically proven to 
relieve pain associated with muscle 
tension and stress, helping to relax 
muscles and improve blood flow. The 
increased blood flow restores oxygen 
and nutrients to inflamed areas to help 
accelerate healing.

“After every rehearsal and 
performance, I use heat to soothe aches 
and pains and improve blood flow to 
my neck and shoulder muscles,” says 
Dovolani, whose pain relief routine 
includes using The Sunbeam Renue 
Neck Wrap. “It’s great for providing 
relief to the back of my head, neck and 
shoulders.”

Because it features an adjustable neck 
collar that contours to the shape of the 
neck of the user, it can provide high-level, 
concentrated heat for targeted relief.

Don’t let aches and pains set you 
back. With a healthy, active lifestyle and 
simple, natural remedies, you can feel 
your best.
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Suzie’s campaign asks customers to
pay it forward

Inspired by the life lived by a former 
colleague, Suzie’s Dogs & Drafts is 
hoping to pay tribute by taking action. 
Hosted in cooperation with the Rescue 
Mission of Mahoning Valley, Suzie’s 
customers can donate a hot dog for the 
hungry and write a note of support. 
Their donation will be matched dog-
for-dog by Suzie’s. Then on the second 
Wednesday of every month this year, 
Suzie’s employees will provide a meal 
for the overnight residents and meal 
visitors at the Mission’s downtown 
Youngstown facility. The goal is food 
for the body and encouragement for 
the spirit. 

The project is inspired by the 
untimely death late last November 
of Colin Brown. Brown worked in 
the restaurant industry, managing 
newly opened restaurants and helping 
get them off the ground. He was a 
volunteer with the Common Wealth 
Kitchen Incubator in Youngstown, was 
known for his pay it forward attitude 
and always helping those in need. 

“Colin always was willing to 
support someone when they were 
down,” said Suzie’s CEO Christian 
Rinehart. He and Brown started their 
careers together as coworkers at Jillian’s 
in the late 1990s. “I hope that sharing 
his example will inspire others. 

“This is just fantastic! Colin is up 
there smiling because he would love 
this,” says April Brown, Colin’s sister, 
describing her brother as a very giving 
person who loved to put a smile on 
everyone’s face. “If this project can 
accomplish even a fraction of (the work) 
he would do, he would be so proud! 

In the last few years, charitable 
dining has been quietly building 
momentum around the world in the 
form of pay-what-you-want cafes 
and buy-one give-one models often 
launched by millennial entrepreneurs. 
The concept is simple: feed someone in 
need at the same time you feed yourself. 
In Canada, a broader network has led 
to a nonprofit made up of more than 
200 restaurants that are collaborating to 
donate meals to the hungry. 

“Here in the Valley we are in need 
of long-term solutions to hunger and 
poverty,” said Rinehart, noting the 
Youngstown Metropolitan Area has 
an overall poverty rate of 17.2 percent 
and the poverty rate for is 50 percent 
compared to the national average of 21 
percent. “In the meantime, however, 
there are people on our streets that 
struggle to eat on a daily basis. This is 
our way to help them.” 

Rescue Mission of the Mahoning 
Valley, currently celebrating its 125th 
year in the Valley, can attest to the need 
to feed the hungry in our community. 
Daily, more than 300 meals are served 
to anyone in need, no questions asked, 
often through community projects like 
this one. 

“The Mission has been supported 
by our neighbors since the doors 
were opened,” said Lynn Wyant, 
vice president of development at the 
Mission. One way this happens is 
with the Mission’s “Take Out Team” 
program where restaurants agree to 
cater (or even just provide ingredients) 
for a lunch or dinner meal once a month 
or quarter. 
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Cortland Branch Library events
in February

The following programs take 
place at the Cortland Branch 
Library, 578 Lakeview Dr., Cortland. 
All library events are free and open 
to the public. No reservations are 
required unless noted.

HOLIDAY CLOSING
All Warren-Trumbull County 

Public Library locations will 
be closed Monday, Feb. 19 for 
Presidents’ Day.

#TeenMidweek
Every Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Join us every Wednesday after 

school for different activities each 
week! For teens in grades 7-12. Free.

Preschool Storytime
Mondays at 6 p.m.: Feb. 5, 12, 26
Tuesdays at 11 a.m.:  Feb. 6, 13
Preschool Storytime features 

stories and a craft related to a 
weekly theme and reinforces the 
development of early literacy skills. 
Early literacy is what children know 
about reading and writing before 
they can actually read and write, 
and mastering these skills now helps 
children grow up to be good readers! 
For children ages 3 to 5. Free.

Time for Tots 
Wednesdays, Feb. 7 and Feb. 28 at 

11 a.m.
A developmentally appropriate 

storytime program for children ages 
2 to 3 ½ with a parent or caregiver. 
Registration is required. Free. 

The Library Games: Winter 
Edition

Thursday, Feb. 8 at 3:30 p.m.
Do you have what it takes to 

compete in the Library Games? Join 
us to test your skills!  For teens in 
grades 7-12.  Registration is required. 
Free.

Build with LEGOs
Saturday, Feb. 17 drop in between 

1 - 2 p.m.
Stop by the library to create 

unique structures with our collection 
of LEGO bricks. Each structure will 
remain at the library for your friends 
to see. For kids in grades K – 6. Free. 

Cortland Chocolate Challenge
Tuesday, Feb. 13 at 3:30 p.m.
Think you have what it takes to 

compete in the Cortland Chocolate 
Challenge?  Bring your friends for 
all the chocolate you can eat!  For 
teens in grades 7-12.  Registration is 
required. Free.

Bird Love
Thursday, Feb. 15 at 5:30 p.m. 
Winter is a difficult time for birds 

when food can be hard to find. Join 
us as we make different bird feeders 
to help our feathered friends. For 
kids in grades K – 6. Registration is 
required. Free.

Teen Advisory Board: Cortland 
Edition

Thursday, Feb. 22 at 3:30 p.m.
Do you want to see awesome 

things happen at your library? Then 
help be a part of it!  Join us for pizza, 
earn volunteer hours, and help make 
a difference! For teens in grades 7-12.

Teen Book Club
Tuesday, Feb. 27 at 3:30 p.m.
Read what you want to read and 

then join us for book discussion! For 
teens in grades 7-12.

GENEALOGY CLASSES
Ancestry: Library Edition Class
Thursday, Feb. 8 at 11 a.m.
Participants will learn how to use 

the library’s subscription database to 
find census, marriage, death, birth, 
military and immigration records, 
and how to refine their searches. 
Those taking the class should be 
familiar with navigating a computer 
using a mouse. Registration is 
required. Call the Local History 
& Genealogy Center at the Main 
Library at 330-399-8807, ext. 202 to 
sign up for classes. Free.

Military Records Class
Thursday, Feb. 15 at 11 a.m.
This class will introduce 

researchers to military information 
in print and digital formats 
available through the Local History 
& Genealogy Center. The focus will 
be on American engagements from 
the Revolutionary War to World 
War II. Registration is required. 
Call the Local History & Genealogy 
Center at the Main Library at 330-
399-8807, ext. 202 to sign up for 
classes. Free. 

Bad breath in pets could be a sign
of poor health

Interested in genealogy resources at 
the Warren- Trumbull Library?

The Trumbull County Chapter of 
the Ohio Genealogy Society will be 
meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 10:15 
a.m. in the Thomas Meeting Room 
at the Warren-Trumbull Library on 
Mahoning Avenue. This month’s 

program will include an in-depths tour 
of the Local History and Genealogy 
room. Visitors will be able to find 
resources and discover leads to find 
ancestors. These meetings are open to 
anyone interested in family history. 

(StatePoint) If you’ve ever 
experienced dry mouth, you know how 
uncomfortable it can be. Unfortunately, 
your pet can get dry mouth too, and it 
can lead to more serious issues down 
the line and can also be a sign of more 
serious current health issues.

Dry mouth is a condition where 
saliva loses its protective benefits and 
leads to an overgrowth of odor-causing 
bacteria and plaque accumulation, as 
well as increases the risk of periodontal 
disease.

While such diseases as diabetes 
can contribute to dry mouth in pets, 
the most common cause is medication. 
What’s more, it is believed that 
medications increase the risk of 
developing complications due to 
dry mouth by 40 percent. This side 
effect is far-reaching. Medications for 
allergies, anxiety, urinary incontinence, 
osteo-arthritis pain, heart conditions, 
high blood pressure and more can all 
contribute to dry mouth.

While most pet parents are not 
aware their furry friends have dry 
mouth because they may still drool 
even with the condition, watching out 
for bad breath can help, as it is often a 

red flag that something is wrong.
Experts say that you don’t need 

to wait until this becomes an issue to 
protect your pet’s health.

“Prevention is always the best 
medicine,” says Pamela K. Bosco, 
president of Pet King Brands.

Bosco recommends Oratene 
Brushless Oral Care for pets, an easy-
to-use oral care product line that 
doesn’t require brushing. Whether it’s 
the water additive, breath freshening 
spray or brushless toothpaste gel, 
the enzymes in its formula work to 
replenish what is missing in order to 
help restore healthy oral flora, as well 
as destroy odor-causing bacteria and 
remove plaque biofilm. The products 
can help prevent complications due to 
dry mouth, and will benefit any age dog 
or cat, especially those on medications, 
aging pets, or those pet parents averse 
to brushing.

Oral health is crucial to a pet’s 
overall health. Be sure to pay special 
attention to the state of affairs in your 
pet’s mouth by taking steps to prevent 
dry mouth, a condition that can lead 
to serious health issues when left 
untreated.
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5 creative gift 
ideas for your 

Valentine

(StatePoint) Looking to surprise 
your loved one this Valentine’s Day with 
something a bit different? Check out 
these five creative gift ideas that will help 
make the day special.

1. Take a trip around the world 
with your taste buds. Cooking dinner 
for your partner on Valentine’s Day is 
nothing new, but kick it up a notch with 
an “Around the World” theme. Pick some 
destinations you’d love to travel to and 
get into the kitchen together to create 
their signature dishes. For extra points, 
track down drinks specifically found 
in those regions to pair with your food. 
You’ll have fun experiencing new cuisine, 
and it may even ignite a spark to book a 
trip!

2.  Make more time together. Use 
some creativity to show your Valentine 
that you want to spend more time 
together. Pair a new timepiece with 
roses for a unique presentation. Consider 
classic fashion choices with Casio’s 
Vintage timepieces, which feature 
stainless steel bands in different metallic 
color combinations, a daily alarm, 
hourly time signal and an auto-calendar, 
ensuring you are never late for a date.

3. Commission a custom family 
portrait. Whether you have kids, pets 
or it is just the two of you, a custom 
family portrait is a sweet gift and a great 
piece of artwork for your home. Find an 
independent portrait artist on a site like 
Etsy or put your own artistic abilities to 
the test and create the portrait yourself.

4. Create an at-home spa day. Get 
pampered without leaving the house. 
Book a travelling masseuse or create 
DIY bath products like bath bombs or 
scrubs with essential oils. Create a spa-
like atmosphere with low lights, candles 
and flower arrangements. Order dinner 
in afterwards and enjoy the special time 
together as relaxed as can be.

5. Write a love song. Whether you 
write it yourself or pick a favorite that’s 
personal to you, performing a love song 
is a touching way to show you cherish 
someone. Enhance your performance 
with a portable keyboard that makes 
learning easy, such as Casio’s CTK-2550. It 
features 61 full-size keys, 400 high-quality 
tones and 150 built-in rhythms to ensure 
you have all the tools you need to create a 
beautiful musical number for the one you 
love. Or, connect to your iOS or Android 
device to use the free Chordana Play 
app, which uses the keyboard’s display 
to show you how to play your favorite 
songs. Just download your favorite MIDI 
files, connect your device’s headphone 
output to the keyboard’s audio input, and 
explore an endless library of music.
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4 financial questions to ask your parents

If you haven’t discussed your parents’ long-term financial goals with them, 
you aren’t alone. Over one-third of adult children say they haven’t had this 
conversation, according to recent research by Ameriprise Financial.1 While talking 
about this sensitive topic may seem uncomfortable, addressing it sooner rather 
than later can help eliminate challenges and uncertainty down the road. In fact, 
the Ameriprise Family Wealth Checkup study found that families who make time to 
talk about money matters feel more confident about their financial future. Not sure 
how to broach the subject with your parents? The following questions can help you 
start the dialogue: 

1. “What do you want to accomplish over the next five-to-ten years?” 
Understand your parents’ aspirations for the next few years. What are their personal 
and financial goals? If your parents are not yet retired, ask them when they plan to 
leave the workforce and what they want to achieve before they do. If your parents 
are retired, ask about how they want to spend their time. Will your parents move to 
a new state? Travel more? Pick up a part-time job or find a volunteer opportunity? 
Getting a sense for how your parents want to spend their time will help you get on 
the same page with what to expect in the years ahead.

2. “Where can I find financial information in case of an emergency?” 
Unexpected events or illness can occur at any time. If something happens to your 
parents, it’s important for you to know how to access key personal, financial and 
estate planning materials. Contact information for their financial advisor, tax 
professional, estate planner and lawyer is a great place to start. Make sure your 
parents have the right permissions in place so that you can step in when the need 
arises. Many professionals require documented authorization before they can 
legally discuss information with a family member. 

Also, ask your parents to consider sharing passwords for key accounts or 
letting you know where you can find a list of them. Having access to your parents’ 
smartphones, computers, social media or other accounts can help in an emergency.

3. “What do you want your legacy to be?” As people enter and move 
through retirement, they often become more focused on the legacy they want to 
leave behind. Ask your parents how they hope to be remembered, and what their 
plans are for making that happen. The following elements can be pivotal to the 
conversation: 

•	Will and trust: Ask your parents if they have an updated will or trust, and 
if there’s anything they’d like to share about how the assets will be distributed. 
The Family Wealth Checkup study found that while most survey participants (83 
percent) expect to leave an inheritance, only 21 percent have told their children 
how much they may receive. As a result, children’s expectations don’t always 
match reality. Having a conversation about why your parents are allocating 
certain amounts to family members, charities or foundations can help prevent 
future conflict. 

•	Health care: Health care choices and expenses are often major sources 
of stress for retirees. Discussing your parents’ desires about current health 
priorities, possible assisted living facilities or treatment options can give your 
family a roadmap to follow for future decisions. Ask parents if they have 
formalized their wishes in a health care directive, which is a legally binding 
document that allows them to choose a loved one to make medical decisions if 
they are unable to decide. 

4. “What support do you want from me?” Extending an offer to proactively 
help may eliminate frustrations or relieve stress for even the most independent 
and well-prepared parents. Keep in mind that assistance may be nonfinancial – 
such as completing house projects, planning more time with their grandchildren 
or helping identify how they can get involved in activities. Consider including a 
financial advisor or attorney in the discussion if your parents have financial or 
estate planning to-dos or questions.

Retirement and legacy planning can be complicated, but having regular 
discussions with your parents can help you both prepare for the future. If you’ve 
already covered the necessary ground, a scheduled check-in can be helpful in case 
your parents’ plans or your family situation changes. 

Column provided by Shortreed & Associates, Financial planning services and 
investments offered through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA & SIPC.

Vendors wanted for the 2018 Warren 
Farmers Market

Trumbull Neighborhood Partnership is now taking applications for the 2018 
Warren Farmers Markets at Courthouse Square and Quinby Park.  Vendors that 
submit their application before April 1, receive a discount on the vendor fees.  
Space is limited.  Please contact Cassandra Clevenger at 330-774-8896 or email 
Cassandra@tnpwarren.org for more information. 
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5 common mistakes when applying for financial aid

Given the astronomical cost of 
college, even well-off parents should 
consider applying for financial aid. 
A single misstep, however, can harm 
your child’s eligibility. Here are five 
common mistakes to avoid:

1. Presuming you don’t qualify. 
It’s difficult to predict whether you’ll 
qualify for aid, so apply even if you 
think your net worth is too high. 
Keep in mind that, generally, the 
value of your principal residence 
or any qualified retirement assets 
isn’t included in your net worth for 
financial aid purposes.

2. Filing the wrong forms. Most 
colleges and universities, and many 
states, require you to submit the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) for need-based aid. Some 
schools also require it for merit-
based aid. In addition, a number of 
institutions require the CSS/Financial 
Aid PROFILE®, and specific types of 
aid may have their own paperwork 
requirements.

3. Missing deadlines. Filing 
deadlines vary by state and 
institution, so note the requirements 
for each school to which your child 
applies. Some schools provide 
financial aid to eligible students on 
a first-come, first-served basis until 
funding runs out, so the earlier you 
apply, the better. This may require 
you to complete your income tax 
return early.

4. Failing to list schools properly. 
The FAFSA allows you to designate 

up to 10 schools with which your 
application will be shared. The order 
in which you list the schools doesn’t 
matter when applying for federal 
student aid. But if you’re also applying 
for state aid, it’s important to know 
that different rules may apply. For 
example, some states require you to 
list schools in a specified order.

5. Mistaking who’s responsible. 
If you’re divorced or separated, the 
FAFSA should be completed by the 
parent with whom your child lived for 
the majority of the 12-month period 
ending on the date the application is 
filed. This is true regardless of which 
parent claims the child as a dependent 
on his or her tax return.

The rule provides a significant 
planning opportunity if one spouse is 
substantially wealthier than the other. 
For example, if the child lives with the 
less affluent spouse for 183 days and 
with the other spouse for 182 days, 
the less affluent spouse would file 
the FAFSA, improving eligibility for 
financial aid.

These are just a few examples of 
financial aid pitfalls. Let us help you 
navigate the process and explore other 
ways to finance college.

Jennifer J. Slywczak, CPA, is the 
owner of Integrated Accounting and 
Tax Solutions LLC, located at 3378 state 
Route 5, Cortland. You can reach her at 
330-638-2727 or by email at jennifer@
jenjslycpa.com.  To sign up for monthly 
newsletters you can visit her website at 
www.jenjslycpa.com.

Republican Women hear from Chamber rep
Trumbull County Republican 

Women’s Club held its January meeting 
at Ciminero’s Banquet Centre in Niles. 
President Jean Cramer welcomed 
guest speaker, Nick Santucci, director, 
Education and Workforce Development 
for the Youngstown-Warren Regional 
Chamber of Commerce.  Santucci 
spoke about the Job One program and 
the Community Connectors program.  
Santucci encouraged members in 
attendance to volunteer as mentors to 
students in the programs.  A question 
and answer period followed the 
program. Membership information 
can be obtained by contacting Barbara 
Rosier-Tryon at 330-550-1215.  

Speaker Nick Santucci, director, 
Education and Workforce Development 
for the Youngstown-Warren Regional 
Chamber addresses the Trumbull 
County Republican Women’s Club.
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Children enjoy Western Day at 
Cortland Playroom

Kindergarten registration open for 
2018-2019 school year

Lakeview Elementary will begin kindergarten registration on Monday, Feb. 5, 
2018. The district enrollment process (including kindergarten registration) is now 
done electronically and online. Your child must be 5 by Aug. 1, 2018 to enroll.

If you currently have a student enrolled in Lakeview Schools, please log in to 
your OneView account and simply select “Enroll New Student.” If you do not have 
a child enrolled at Lakeview, follow these steps: To start your registration from 
home, use a PC or other device connected to the Internet. You will start by going to 
the website, www.lakeviewlocal.org. From there:

● Click on Forms and Link
● Click on Electronic Registration (under the Enrollment heading)
On the following dates there will be open labs where you may use the school 

district’s computer lab to register a child if you do not have access to a device 
connected to the Internet to complete the enrollment forms elsewhere. All parents/
guardians should plan to bring their required documentation on any of these three 
days: Thursday, Feb. 8, 4-7 p.m.; Tuesday, March 6, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. and 1-2 p.m.; 
Wednesday, April 4, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. and 1-2 p.m.

Regardless of where you complete your enrollment forms, you must bring in 
the required documentation outlined below on one of the three dates above.

The following items are REQUIRED to process your child’s registration:
● Proof of residency - Two forms are required (mortgage statement, lease 

contract, pay stub, utility bill, etc. - must list your residential address).
● Birth certificate
● Social Security card
● Immunization record
● Custody documentation with court seal and judge’s signature (if not living 

with both parents) or a statement from an attorney documenting process of a 
divorce.

● Parent/Guardian photo identification
The legal custodial parent/guardian must enroll the student. If you do not 

have all of the above documentation submitted on one of the above dates, your 
registration will not be processed. Screening will be held the week of April 23 at 
Lakeview High School.

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Sally Churley at 330-637-4360.

KSU at Trumbull continues to make 
student safety a priority

“Bee”ing prepared
By Sally Lane

Winners of third grade 
classroom spelling bees 
at Lakeview Elementary 
School had a final spell-
down on Jan 26 to see 
who would advance to the 
Tribune Chronicle Spelling 
Bee in February. Unlike 
other contests, the audience 
was quiet, listening and 
watching carefully while 
14 youngsters tackled 
a bit of nervousness as 
they stepped up to the 
microphone.  There were 
several rounds before 
the last two contestants, 
Cole Wright and Aurora 
Sensabaugh scrambled to 
“bee” the winner. In the 
end, Aurora misspelled “crumpled” and Cole correctly spelled that word and the 
next one, “perhaps,” to become the winner. 

Pictured are Aurora and Cole with their trophies. Principal Scott Taylor 
presented the trophies and honored the other contestants with small trophies for 
winning their classroom spelling bees.

Picured here are Aurora Sensabaugh, runner-up and 
winner, Cole Wright.

The 14 contestants were: front row, from left:  Christopher Large, Ashtyn Holko, Paige 
Schwartz, Olivia Fell. Row two: Aurora Sensabaugh, Isabella Marsh, Hudson Lasher, 
Camden Berry, Cole Wright. Row three: Yesenia Dams, Teagan Chamberlain, Max 
Casellas, Lexi Dye and Torrie Bihel.

The Cortland Playroom kicked 
off the month of fun with having 
Western Day on Jan. 11. There were 
campfires, S’mores, cowboy hats, 

horses, crafts and games. Each 
child got their picture taken on a 
real saddle and of course enjoyed 
fun snacks, thanks to all the parents 
that made them.

Kent State University at Trumbull 
continues to ensure a safe and healthy 
environment for its students, faculty, 
staff, and community.  Only one physical 
altercation was reported in 2017.  

According to Gary Bateman, Security 
& Safety manager, Kent State Trumbull, 
there were a total of 26 reports made last 
year. A majority of those were either a 
medical emergency or fender bender in 
the parking lot. 

“We take great pride in providing a 
safe environment for our students and 
staff,” Bateman said. “Because of job 
changes, we were down a few security 
officers for the better part of the year. 
However our campus is like a huge 
family and our faculty and staff look out 
for students and help us maintain a high 
level of security.”

This spring, the campus looks to 
replace the security officers who left last 
year and add a part-time mental health 

counselor. The campus already employs a 
full-time counselor to work with students 
in crisis. In addition, a Care Team was 
assembled last year as a cross-divisional 
crisis management committee that will 
collaboratively assess and coordinate 
a response to students identified as 
reasonably posing a potential threat to 
self, others, or the university community.

As a complete eight-campus system, 
Kent State University has been ranked 
one of the safest campuses in the country 
by the Council for Home Safety and 
Security, a national trade association. 
Kent State was named to the council’s 
2017 top 100 list of Safest Colleges in 
America.

According to the FBI’s Uniform 
Crime Reporting and the National Center 
for Education Statistics, Kent State ranks 
11th on the list, nationally, and among 
Ohio institutions, Kent State ranks the 
safest.
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ODA encourages Ohioans to respond 
to Census of Agriculture now

The Ohio Department of 
Agriculture (ODA) urges Ohio 
farmers and producers who have not 
yet done so to respond to the United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Census of Agriculture. 
Responses are accepted in the mail 
and online through Feb. 5.

“The data collected from the 
Census of Agriculture is critically 
important as decision makers at 
all levels work to help agriculture 
grow in our state and country,” said 
ODA Director David T. Daniels. 
“Census data impacts nearly every 
Ohio farmer or producer through a 
variety of conservation and support 
programs. The census is important 
and I hope everyone involved in 
Ohio’s food and agriculture industry 
does their part.”

Census data is used to support 
rural infrastructure; farm service 
agency loan programs; natural 
resources conservation services 
programs and rural development 
funds. USDA has improved the 
online form making responding 
easier and more convenient than 
ever. Additionally, federal law 
requires that all responses are secure 
and confidential.

“The census is the only source 
of comprehensive and impartial 
agricultural data for not only every 
county in Ohio, but every county 
in the nation,” said Daniels. “I 
understand some people might 
have pause sharing the information 

asked for, but please know the 
responses to the questions asked 
are confidential and the aggregated 
information is critical to shaping 
the future of agriculture for the 
next decade.”

Taken every five years, the 
Census of Agriculture is a complete 
count of U.S. farms and ranches 
and the people who operate them. 
Even the smallest plots of land with 
vegetables, fruit, livestock, equine 
or food animals are included. 

To respond, visit agcensus.
usda.gov or mail in your 
questionnaire. Questions about the 
census should be directed to USDA 
at 866-294-8560. 
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Graphic Design

Travel

Health & Beauty

Finance

Sport Shop

Home ImprovementEvent Planning

Water Systems

Marketing

Lawn Equipment

For rent: 2 bedroom, 1 bath apts.
Stahl Avenue, Cortland
Paul 330-550-0721

For Rent

Classified Ad Rates
Liner Rate: First 20 words $20.00;  50¢ each word thereafter.  

Boxed display ads: $10.00 per inch: 1 col. width.
Photos or graphics in “boxed” display  $10.00 additional.  

Business Card Display ads: 6X $150 or $40 per. 
Contact 330-565-2637 or email sales@thecortlandnews.com

advertIse your 
BusIness Card here for 

only 
$40 per Issue or 6 Issues for 

$150

NEED EXTRA 
CASH?

Sell your unwanted items in 
the 

Cortland News Classifieds
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Law You Can Use
Public utility rates: Who’s in charge?

The days may be getting longer but the 
weather is getting colder and as a result, 
utility costs can soar this time of year. For the 
prudent consumer, it is vital to know how, 
why and by whom utilities are regulated. 
Retired attorney Stephen M. Howard, 
formerly with Vorys, Sater, Seymour and 
Pease LLP, provides an overview of utilities 
and rates in Ohio and explains why a lawyer 
can come in handy when those services are 
in dispute.

  Who controls utility rates? 
The Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio (PUCO) sets the rates for investor-
owned utilities (IOUs), which provide most 
of the utility services in Ohio. These include 
companies like FirstEnergy, AEP Ohio, 
Duke Energy Ohio, Dayton Power & Light, 
Columbia Gas, Dominion East Ohio, Vectren 
Energy Delivery of Ohio, AT&T Ohio, 
Cincinnati Bell, Frontier and CenturyLink 
and many other private companies. Some 
cities and villages provide utility services 
(usually water and sewer) and their rates 
are set by the city or village council. The 
remaining utility services are provided by 
nonprofit associations like the rural electric 
cooperatives (co-ops) or, in a few instances, 
by gas cooperatives where the customers own 
or are members of the cooperative. Their rates 
are set by a member-elected governing board. 
(The Ohio State Bar Association has more 
information on rural electric co-ops here.)

While most basic telephone services 
from traditional telephone companies were 
set on the basis of cost of service, many 
nonbasic telephone services are based upon 
market conditions. Cable television providers 
are not regulated by the PUCO but are or will 
be issued video service authorizations by the 
director of the Department of Commerce. The 
Ohio electric utilities and some natural gas 
utilities have conducted auctions to secure 
and price electricity and natural gas for their 
customers. Some of these auctions have 
resulted in standard choice offers (SCOs) 
where specific competitive retail energy 
suppliers are supplying electricity and/
or gas to specific individual customers and 
the utility is only charging for the use of its 
distribution system to bring the electricity or 
gas to customers.

PUCO
The PUCO is a state agency located 

in Columbus that has responsibility for 
regulating the rates and services of Ohio’s 
regulated utilities. It consists of five 
commissioners, each of whom is appointed by 
the governor for a five-year term from a list of 
candidates provided by a special nominating 
council. Each commissioner is required to 
have experience in the fields of economics, 
law, finance, accounting, engineering or 
sciences. PUCO commissioners are assisted by 
a staff consisting of accountants, economists, 
engineers, rate analysts, attorneys and other 
support staff members. The staff not only 
advises the commissioners but also has a very 
important role in the rate-setting process. 

Some utility services are still monopolies 
with no competitive market for setting 
prices or quality standards. To prevent these 
monopolies from over-charging customers, 
the Ohio legislature created the PUCO in 
1913. The PUCO was empowered to regulate 
the rates and services of utilities by balancing 
the interests of utility customers with those of 
utility investors. Now, as some utility services 
are becoming competitive, the legislature is 
beginning to deregulate them. For a utility 
company that is competing with others in the 
marketplace (much like any other company), 
the market would replace the need for 
regulation by the PUCO.

How PUCO sets rates
Rate cases at the PUCO usually are 

initiated by the public utility, although 
they may be initiated by customers or the 
PUCO itself. Generally, the utility begins 
the process by notifying the PUCO and 
the mayors of the affected areas of an 
intended rate increase. After the utility files 
a standardized application with numerous 
exhibits explaining why the increase should 
be approved, PUCO staff members analyze 
the information contained in the application 
and make field visits to review the utility’s 

property, invoices and accounting books. 
Approximately five to seven months later, 

the PUCO staff files a document detailing its 
findings, conclusions and recommendations. 
This is called a staff report. Other parties such 
as the Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel 
(a state agency representing residential 
consumers), commercial customers, 
industrial customers, cities, as well as the 
applicant utility itself, may file objections to 
the staff report. Hearings are then scheduled 
so that witnesses supporting the positions of 
the parties for and against the rate increase 
may be cross-examined. At the end of the 
hearings, written arguments (briefs) are 
submitted. After reviewing the application, 
staff report, and the record of the hearing 
and briefs, the PUCO renders its decision to 
grant, modify or deny the rate increase. The 
entire rate case process usually takes between 
10 and 12 months. Any party dissatisfied 
with the PUCO’s decision may appeal to the 
Supreme Court of Ohio. The appeal process 
may take more than a year. 

Shopping around
A consumer can shop around and buy 

a portion of his or her energy service from 
a non-utility unless the customer is served 
by a municipal electric or gas system, 
receives service from a cooperative, does 
not opt out or decline to participate in a 
local governmental aggregation program, or 
lives in an area that is not served by one of 
the four largest gas companies. Currently, a 
customer of an Ohio electricity utility or a 
gas customer who receives service from one 
of the four largest gas utilities (Columbia 
Gas, Dominion East Ohio Gas, Duke Energy 
Ohio or Vectren Energy Delivery of Ohio) 
may qualify to choose his/her own third-
party electric or gas supplier. The electric 
or gas supplier, or marketer, would charge 
the customer only for the electricity or gas 
itself. That supplier’s rates are not regulated 
by the PUCO. However, a comparison of 
such electric and gas rates contained in an 
“Apples-to-Apples” chart is available on the 
PUCO’s website.

Programs that allow a customer to 
choose his/her own gas supplier are known 
as “Customer Choice” or “Energy Choice” 
programs. Customers who participate in 
Customer Choice or Energy Choice programs 
must continue to receive the actual physical 
delivery of electricity or natural gas from 
the public utility. Customers pay the utility 
base rates to cover the cost to transport the 
electricity or gas to the customer’s premises.  
Not all gas companies offer Customer Choice 
programs and not all Customer Choice 
programs are available to every customer.

In addition, a customer may be able to 
be part of a governmental aggregation group 
where the customer’s local government, 
such as a city, village, county or township, 
may purchase utility services on behalf of 
its citizens who do not choose to opt out or 
decline participation in such a program. If 
a customer does not opt out or decline to 
participate in the governmental aggregation 
group, the local governmental unit will do 
the shopping for such citizens who remain in 
the governmental aggregation group.

Attorney assistance
The PUCO (1-800-686-7826) and the 

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (1-
877-742-5622) both offer services to try to 
resolve disputes between public utilities or 
competitive retail energy suppliers and their 
customers, especially residential customers, 
without involving attorneys. However, when 
those attempts are not successful or when the 
dispute involves a nonresidential account or 
issue, an experienced attorney can often be a 
valuable resource in navigating the customer 
through the PUCO rules and the commission-
approved tariff of a public utility that governs 
the relationship between a public utility and 
its customers.

This “Law You Can Use” consumer legal 
information column was provided by the Ohio 
State Bar Association. Articles appearing in this 
column are intended to provide broad, general 
information about the law. This article is not 
intended to be legal advice. Before applying this 
information to a specific legal problem, readers are 
urged to seek advice from a licensed attorney.






