
Some meanings of flowers:
•	 Red Rose – Passion
•	 White Rose – Purity
•	 Sunflower – Power
•	 Pea Flower – Pleasure
•	 Tulip – Love
•	 Violet – Loyalty
•	 Arum Lily – Incomparable Beauty
•	 Camellia – Honesty, Excellency

•	 Daisy – Innocence
•	 Freesia – Calmness
•	 Gardenia – Graciousness
•	 Gerebera – Purity
•	 Gladiolus – Grace
•	 Orchid – Ecstasy
•	 Ranunculus – Enchantment  
Content courtesy of StylishWeddingideas.com.

a wedding bouQuet made For youideas For a wedding aFterparty

If planning the reception is exciting, 
imagine planning a wedding afterparty! 
Sometimes the wedding party starts to 
die down, the last dance is danced and 
that’s the end of such a special day, one 
that took so long to plan. However, there 
normally exists a group of friends and 
family that always likes to stay awhile 
longer and dance until they drop! 
This means that planning a wedding 
afterparty could be a wonderful idea! If 
you think your guests would be up to 
this idea, then get cracking: make the 
day last a little bit longer and impress 
those guests who want to remember 
your wedding day as the most fun 
wedding they’ve ever attended. 

Define the idea
Planning an afterparty also means 

doing it according to the wedding’s 
formality. For example, you can plan a 
wedding afterparty where the idea is to 
gather the resilient guests at a local bar 
and top off the wedding there. In this 
case, you should call the bar at least one 
week before the wedding, not only to 
find out if it is open but to ask them to 
reserve a private spot for the wedding 
party, complete with a couple of bottles 
of champagne. Don’t forget that not 
everyone is going to be interested in 
attending the afterparty, so there is no 
need to reserve the entire bar. 

Another way of planning a wedding 
afterparty is to do it at the reception 
site, in a different, more special place, 
cozier and inviting, where you can 
finish off the night listening to music 
and drinking cocktails. Basically, you 
should assess your guest list in order to 
determine who you think would love 
to attend the wedding afterparty and 
who would pass it up. Then, plan it 
according to your budget and, of course, 
the wedding you’ve always dreamed of. 

Who to invite?
Any guest that has been invited to 

the wedding should be automatically 
invited to the afterparty, even if you 
think or know that certain people 
will definitely not attend this type of 
party. Besides counting on your closest 
friends and family, prepare everything 
to include a few extra people – if 
someone decides to attend the wedding 
afterparty at the last minute, they 
shouldn’t feel unwanted or left out. The 
wedding afterparty does not have to be 
mentioned on the wedding invitation, 
what you can do is ask some of your 
friends to pass the word along – it’s also 
a great way to get some early feedback 
on the idea. 

Choose the place
The wedding afterparty should be 

held in a private location adjacent to 
the reception site. For example, if the 
reception is held at a hotel, you can 
have the afterparty in a smaller, more 

private room or rent a tent and decorate 
it especially for the occasion; if you’re 
at a restaurant or estate and there’s 
a great bar nearby, that may also be a 
good option. Don’t forget that many 
guests would love to enjoy a few drinks 
and, therefore cannot drive, so arrange 
for transportation or simply choose a 
nearby spot that’s easy to walk to.

Decoration
A wedding afterparty is a perfect 

way to continue surprising your guests, 
so don’t forget to focus on the details 
surrounding it as well. If you want to 
keep your guests enjoying themselves 
and fascinated by the entire wedding 
all night long, convince them to stay 
for the afterparty. Decorate the location 
a little bit differently than the reception 
site – since there will be fewer guests, 
the costs will also be lower, so give it 
your best and really go all out there! 
Choose a theme for the wedding 
afterparty: for example, an 80’s theme 
with music, drinks and entertainment 
specifically from that decade; if it’s 
summer, throw an exotic wedding 
afterparty by the pool with tropical 
cocktails and fun music; if a chic urban 
white decor is more your style, prepare 
an all-white location with diffused 
lighting, a great DJ and fruit martinis. 
Have a cigar bar or some sort of unique 
entertainment to offer your resilient 
guests – a prize for their company! 
End the day the best way possible and 
surprise everyone with the originality 
of your wedding. 

Food & Drink
If dinner was served several hours 

ago, it’s only natural that guests may 
be a little hungry. Prepare some snacks, 
cinnamon cookies, warm cheese 
scones, mini-hamburgers or whatever 
you think fits in with your theme and 
afterparty idea. If you’re going to have 
the afterparty at a local bar, the guests 
won’t expect the newlyweds to pay 
for the drinks, but that would be a 
nice gesture. However, if the wedding 
afterparty is going to be held in a 
place prepared especially for it, you 
might consider having an open bar 
or a selection of cocktails, caipirinhas 
or mojitos so that your guests feel 
welcomed. 

What to wear?
That all depends on what you have 

planned, but if the idea is a relaxed, 
casual afterparty, then don’t forget to 
tell your guests that they can change 
into something more informal. The 
newlyweds can wear their bridal dress 
and suit or change into something else 
that suits the afterparty. If you decide 
to go with another outfit, this will be an 
excellent opportunity to shine for the 
second time!

Content courtesy of StylishWeddingideas.com.

When the wedding march plays and 
the bride walks through the corridor, 
the first thing that precedes her is her 
beautiful bouquet. The bouquet may 
be chosen for several reasons, whether 
symbolic, decorative or as a complement 
for the dress.

The color chosen for the bride’s 
bouquet will, usually, serve as the base 
for all the other flowers used during 
the wedding (ceremony and reception). 
This does not mean you should 
exaggerate and standardize the flowers 
everywhere… the same flowers at the 
place of the ceremony, the same flowers 
on the bride’s hair, the same flowers at 
the place of the reception… this might 
be tempting, but avoid this scenario.

The flowers are frequently chosen 
by their meaning, like for example, 
a bouquet of daisies is a bouquet of 
innocence. I think each bride should 
choose the flowers by what most attracts 
her, since color, to smell, touch… and 
make a previous test to allergy… to 
prevent that the most beautiful bouquet 
turns into a nightmare and cannot be 
used.

Like in all the other items of the 
wedding, the flowers obey the same 
simple rules. Is the wedding formal or 
informal? A formal wedding calls for 
formal flowers, like orchids or lilies. 
Above all, it calls for description in 
color and in the extravagant mixtures of 
materials, the most elegant possible.

At a less formal wedding, you can 
give rise to a color palette, ornaments 
like berries, branches of the most 
extravagant shapes, colorful ribbons… 
in short, a series of elements that don’t 
match the formal wedding.

There are several types of bouquets: 
wired, natural, in cascade, in bride 
style, etc. What matters is that you 
choose a bouquet in accordance with 
the formality of the wedding, having in 
mind the bride herself, her appearance 
and personality. If she is quite a small 
bride, it is not advisable to take a big 
bouquet or huge flowers that might 
take away some of her beauty. If she is 
a tall bride, it is not advisable to take a 
very round bouquet, maybe it’s best to 
take a bouquet in the shape of a cascade. 
Paying attention to the bride’s 
personality, for example if she is a 
very funny person, her bouquet should 
reflect that, with different flowers and 
an original bouquet, which most of the 

brides would not dare carrying.
About five months earlier, you 

should do a research in some flower 
shops and ask for examples of this type 
of works. But this is not all, feel free 
to call someone who has already had 
her bouquet made at that flower shop, 
explaining the situation and asking for 
references, because the florist will only 
show some pictures of her best work, 
and will your bouquet be her best work? 

When you finally decide about the 
flower shop, don’t forget that, to you, an 
orange tone might be a lot different from 
the florist’s orange. By this I mean that 
you should take the exact color or colors 
that you wish to have in your bouquet, 
or some fabric from your dress, as well 
as some magazine pictures, in case you 
desire to have a bouquet like the one 
you saw in some picture.

You also have to pay attention to 
the duration of your wedding, because 
a bouquet that doesn’t seem very 
heavy at first, might weigh tons when 
you hold it for too long. I have seen, 
in several ceremonies, some brides 
completely uncomfortable, changing 
the bouquet from one hand to another, 
showing a huge desire of relieving the 
weight on the wrists. Think about these 
cases when you are deciding on the size 
of the bouquet with the florist. Usually, 
bouquets for brides are made in such a 
way that allows them to be carried by 
both hands, but they can be made to be 
carried only by one hand. You also have 
to be careful with the flowers that can 
leave a stain in the bride’s dress.
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here Comes the groom!

6 Fun ideas For the bridal bouQuet toss

According to recent statistics, 34 
percent of the grooms participate a lot 
in the wedding planning and only 7 
percent do not participate at all. The 
groom’s involvement in the wedding 
preparations has increased over time. 
Long gone are the days when the groom 
was only expected to propose and then 
say “yes” on the wedding day.

Today, both brides and grooms, 
especially those who pay for their own 
wedding, participate together in the 
planning of their wedding. When the 
groom actively participates and shares 
activities with the bride, it’s very common 
that he manages the music, the wedding 
invitation design, the search for and 
orientation of the wedding photographer, 
the entertainment and the transportation. 
Obviously, the groom does not have to 
be restricted to these jobs: choosing the 
wedding cake, the caterer, the décor and 
whatever else he wishes, are tasks that 
can also be shared with the bride.

Let the groom’s personality shine 
through

With the evolution of wedding styles 
and couple relationships, the groom has 
started to enjoy including details of his 
own personality in a party that is, after 
all, also his. From incorporating his 
musical taste, to deciding details relating 
to his suit and wedding accessories, 
the groom does it in a fun and relaxed 
way, while simultaneously supporting 
his bride. The groom can have an even 
bigger role in the wedding, and some 
ideas include choreographing a routine 
with his friends, serenading the bride or 
preparing a romantic photo shoot for the 
wedding day.

Bride vs. Groom: the big difference
While the bride is worried if the 

cocktails look pretty, the groom is 
concerned if the cocktails taste good. 
The bride usually concerns herself more 
with the details of the wedding décor, 

while the groom wants to assure the 
best entertainment for guests where, for 
example, drinks and music are concerned. 
Basically, both are indispensable 
and their collaboration will make the 
wedding party even better!

How to get involved
For a groom who feels that he 

shouldn’t get involved or simply doesn’t 
know how to get involved in the wedding 
planning, ideally he should first decide 
what he wants for his guests – how 
he wants them to feel on the wedding 
day (happy, nostalgic, fun, at a family 
get together…). This way, he can start 
thinking about fun and interesting ideas 
for making those wishes come true. You 
should definitely let your personality 
shine through, selecting and outlining 
fun ideas with the bride, the musicians, 
the entertainers and/or choosing songs 
that express your personality, for 
example. 

And for the more traditional grooms, 
even if your friends poke at you for going 
to pick out flowers for the wedding day, 
let them know that you’re going because 
you want to go… after all, the wedding 
is a two person adventure! The bride 
should respect the groom’s opinions 
and support him of course. You should 
both be able to reach a consensus in all 
matters, simply because the wedding is 
for the both of you!

Content courtesy of StylishWeddingideas.
com.

In a traditional wedding, tossing 
the bridal bouquet means that the 
single woman who catches it will be 
the next one to marry. Today, all those 
single ladies love to catch the wedding 
bouquet, not because they believe that 
they will be the next person to tie the 
knot, but because they like the idea of 
having something that belongs to the 
bride. To make the bridal bouquet toss 
even more special, be inspired by these 
fun ideas.

1. Create a special moment for 
the kids

If there are going to be a lot of kids at 
the wedding, prepare a special moment 
for them during the bridal bouquet toss. 
Before the bride tosses her wedding 
bouquet, toss a teddy bear or another 
smaller bouquet of flowers just for the 
children to catch. They’ll not only love 
it, but it will also be a sweet moment for 
picture taking. 

2. Include everyone
Instead of limiting the bridal 

bouquet toss to the single women, why 
not include all the guests? It will be a 
wonderful and very fun moment to 
incorporate into the wedding reception. 

3.  Just the guys
Do you want spectacular 

photographs and a truly entertaining 
moment? Then, instead of tossing the 
wedding bouquet to the single ladies, 
toss it to all the single guys. It will 
definitely be an unforgettable and very 
fun bridal bouquet toss!

4.  Switch
Traditionally, the groom tosses the 

bride’s garter to the single guys and 
the bride tosses the wedding bouquet 
to the single ladies. Why not switch 
everything up? The groom can toss the 
wedding bouquet to the single ladies 
and the bride can toss her garter to the 
single guys. How fun and original is 
that?

5. Play fun music
Any moment is always more 

dramatic with a soundtrack playing in 
the background, so choose a fun song 
to play during the bridal bouquet toss. 
Something like the theme song from 
Mission Impossible or “It’s Raining 
Men” by the Weather Girls, will be 
perfect to get everyone racing for the 
wedding bouquet. Pure entertainment 
and a great addition to the wedding 
movie!

6. Add a prize to the wedding 
bouquet

If you want everyone to participate 
in the bridal bouquet toss, than add a 
prize to it! Ask the DJ to announce the 
tossing of the bouquet and the prize 
associated to it: it could be a cash reward, 
a dance with the bride or groom… When 
it’s time, have the DJ announce what is 
going to happen, what the prize is, play 
some music to add suspense and then 
watch all the guests, men and women, 
scramble to catch the wedding bouquet. 

Content courtesy of StylishWeddingideas.
com.
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a wedding dress’s speCial story

By Janice Shilling

I am Janice’s wedding dress, 
and this is my story. Although many 
wedding dresses are packed away, not 
many of them still fit the original bride, 
as I do, OR go on to become a precious 
part of the family history. I’ve had an 
exciting life over the last 60-plus years… 
not counting times spent in a closet. 

In 1953, Janice Shilling was looking 
for the perfect wedding dress, so her 
mother, an English and Latin teacher 
at Cortland High School, took her 
to the Strouss’ store in Youngstown. 
It was a big event for her to shop in 
Youngtown, especially Strouss’, so she 
was rather nervous. But after she tried 
on other dresses, she found ME! The 
perfect dress for her. I have to admit, 
I am especially beautiful! I’m mostly 
satin with a lace overlay on the long 
train, long lace sleeves and illusion 
sweetheart neckline.

Janice (right) was so pleased that 
Reverend Dittman returned to preside 
over the ceremony as she walked down 
the aisle of the Cortland Methodist 
Church on the arm of her beloved 
father, the mayor of Cortland when 
Janice was young, with my train gliding 
behind her.

I enjoyed the simple reception 
at the church and when friends and 
relatives came back to the family house 
on Market Street. I was then put on a 
hanger with brown paper bags covering 
me for protection. There I hung for 
many years.

Now it’s 1988. Janice’s daughter, 
Melanie, is getting married in 
Greensboro, N.C, where she graduated 
from college. And can you believe this? 
She wants to wear me! Both Janice and 
I are so happy. Melanie didn’t change 
a thing on me, so again I was floating 
down a church aisle, with my beautiful 
train gliding behind Melanie.

Oh! Once again I’m back to the 
closet in the brown paper bags. I’m 
feeling lonely now. 

But wait! Lynelle, (below)  is 
marrying David in Colorado, June 
1996. She shortened my sleeves, but 
otherwise I’m still intact and lovely. Oh, 
the beauty of Colorado and me again 
floating down the aisle. So many people 
looking at me, the center of attention, 
except of course for Lynelle, lovely with 

her bouquet of Colorado wild flowers.
Once again, I’m getting used to the 

closet. I’m in here until spring of 2000 
when, wheee! Aundrea wants to wear 
me when she marries Mike in April. 

Oh, the excitement of again having 
people exclaiming over how beautiful 
I am! Can you believe the three girls 
wanted to wear me? I’m thrilled to be 
on display.

You guessed it, once again in the 
closet! Fast forward to 2016. Now, 
Janice’s granddaughter, Rachel, 
Melanie’s daughter is engaged Can 
it be? YES, I’m out of the closet again! 
Rachel, a Raleigh firefighter, will 
marry Michael next October. Here I go 
again. This time the wedding will be 
outdoors in North Carolina. How about 
that? Three generations and I’m still 
beautiful. Janice feels so blessed that her 
girls and now her granddaughter found 
me perfect for their start on a new life 
with their perfect new mates.

What do you think? Closet again? 
Who knows what will be next for me?

Janice Shilling Johnson was born and 
raised in Cortland, the daughter of Helen 
and Virgil Shilling.  She grew up at 137 
Market St. in our town’s historic district 
that housed doctors, dentists, teachers and 
many friends. She graduated from Cortland 
High School and lived here most of her life 
until moving to North Carolina in 2012. Her 
three daughters are all Lakeview graduates. 
After telling her Cortland classmates how 
thrilled she was that her three daughters 
and now a granddaughter wanted to wear 
her wedding dress, her friends suggested 
that she write the story and send it to us. 
“This is the perfect ending for this story,” 
she said. It IS a perfect story for our bridal 
issue! – Sally Lane 
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diy wedding trends

(Family Features) Pinboards are buzzing with endless inspiration, bringing 
clever and colorful projects to life. For brides to be, the hottest looks in wedding 
decor can be yours with just a bit of creativity. 

The evolution of touch is underway, with fabrics and embellishments featuring 
texture and intrigue becoming huge hits this bridal season. Take materials such as 
burlap, chalkboard finishes, monogram letters and mason jars to the next level by 
mixing and matching with the season’s colors. 

Picture your big day with pretty petals adorned in lace offset by rustic 
trimmings. This understated yet feminine look can be yours with these trending 
projects from the crafting experts at Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Stores. Take these 
ideas and gather your girlfriends for a pre-wedding craft session. You’ll love 
unleashing your creativity as well as the extra bonding time with the girls, all in 
preparation for the big event.

Burlap Cone Floral Hanger

Crafting time: 1-2 hours  

Skill level: No experience necessary

Supplies and Tools:

Cutting utensils   

Thin wire 

Wire or boutonniere pins  

Panacea burlap garland

2 Styrofoam brand foam cones 

Glue gun 

Glue sticks 

Ribbon of choice

Hydrangeas: 1 green and peach,  2 
peach and cream 

Green mini bundle 
1. Cut wire into hairpin shaped pieces or use boutonniere pins.
2. Cut 1 yard of burlap per cone. Fold burlap in half and wrap cone from bottom 

to top. Pin burlap to cone. Not all of it will be covered. Run glue along seam; press 
to secure.

3. Attach ribbon to create hanger. Glue in place.
4. Trim hydrangea short. Glue to top of cone. Trim several clusters from 

hydrangea. Glue to cover exposed foam, creating a dripping ice cream affect.
5. Trim half of mini bundle and glue in center.
6. Trim blossoms of green hydrangea. Glue to both cones.
Note: Refer to photo often for placement of items. 

ChiC outFit ideas For the mother oF the bride

The bride is most certainly going to look fabulous on her wedding day. What about 
the mother of the bride? What’s your style? There is a huge variety of styles for the 
modern mom. 

Are you a hip or more conservative mother of the bride?
It has become very popular seeing many mothers of the bride wearing a dress with 

a generous neck line, covered by a jacket during the ceremony, but removed during 
the reception in order to show off the dress! More conservative moms may prefer a 
tailored suit or a more elaborate dress. Today, it is totally acceptable for the mother of 
the bride to wear outfits that are a little more revealing or even sexy. A more modern, 
less conservative outfit, with a touch of color and voluptuous fabrics are the new trends.

When to start looking?
Usually, the mother of the bride is always the last person to shop for her outfit 

because her daughter comes first – however, what may happen is that because it is so 
last minute, you may not find the ideal outfit for your body type and for the wedding’s 
formality. As soon as your daughter has picked out her wedding dress, it’s time for 
the mother of the bride to start looking for hers. Make sure you have enough time to 
shop around and really look for a dress that not only fits you like a glove but that is 
also stunning chic – after all, the mother of the bride is also supposed to shine! Whether 
you’re going to have your outfit tailor-made, buy it in a bridal shop or order a designer 
dress, you should start looking for an outfit about six months before the wedding. 
Otherwise, you risk ending up with the leftovers. If you’ve decided to buy ready-to-
wear, as soon as the new collection comes out – as long as it is appropriate for the 
season the wedding is going to occur in – you should start shopping.

Coordinate with the bride? 
The mother of the bride’s dress should, in a certain way, complement the bride’s 

dress – in style, formality and relevance. Many brides dream of seeing their mother’s 
dressed a certain way and with a certain dress so, as the mother of the bride, make 
sure you talk to your daughter about what she imagined for you. However, it is also 
extremely important that you feel good in what your daughter has idealized for you. If 
what she imagined you wearing is not something that is of your particular taste, don’t 
say no; go shopping with her and try on whatever outfit she planned for you. If even 
then you don’t feel good about it, try reaching a compromise, where both are happy 
with the end result.

Pick out an outfit with your daughter – the bride
If your daughter has no idea what type of outfit or color you should wear to the 

wedding, then the possibilities are endless. The most popular colors for the mother of 
the bride are: beige, navy blue and champagne. In addition to those, some shades of 
green, brown and blue are also becoming all the rage. Black is a very modern choice for 
an extremely chic, late afternoon wedding. Wearing white is totally out of the question, 
seeing as that color is exclusive to the bride.

Talk to and coordinate with the mother of the groom
It is also very important that the mother of the bride and the mother of the groom 

get together and talk about the outfits they plan to wear to their children’s wedding 
– neither are going to want to show up at the wedding wearing the same dress or the 
same color. 

Where to buy?
Most bridal shops have a “wedding party collection” with outfits specifically geared 

toward the wedding guests, including the mother of the bride. Normally, this “wedding 
party collection” is just like the bridal dress collection – only a limited amount of sizes 
exist in each model, which are then altered to fit each person specifically. Therefore, if 
you decide to purchase one of these outfits, do it early so that there is enough time to 
get all the alterations done. 

Re-wear or not? 
If you plan to purchase an outfit that can be used in other occasions of the same 

formality, double your investment by choosing something simple and versatile. By 
making a smart choice, you’ll have an appropriate outfit for many events: a special 
dinner, another wedding, a night at the theatre. Something as simple as a tailored suit 
or a dress and jacket can be worn numerous times; and can even be mixed and matched 
with other pieces from your wardrobe. 

Content courtesy of StylishWeddingideas.com.
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