
Maybe you’ve been growing some 
culinary herbs indoors this winter, 
or buying fresh herbs at a farmer’s 
market or the local grocers.  Or, just 
using dried herbs to flavor many of 
your favorite dishes during this past 
winter. You can keep your herbal 
needs at your fingertips this summer 
with a container herb garden.

Thinking about growing your own 
culinary herbs in the garden this year? 
Maybe some lavender for all those 
craft projects you’ve been wanting to 
try?  How about the many different 
mints, but they’re too invasive to plant 
in the vegetable garden?  The good 
news is herbs are easy to grow in the 
garden. Even better, herbs are even 
easier to grow in containers. But, and 
there is always a but, when planting a 
container garden, there are guidelines 
to follow.

Herbs are easier to grow in a 
larger pot/container rather than 
smaller, preferably no smaller than 
12 inches in diameter.  Larger pots 

give roots more room to grow, so 
the plant grows larger. A larger pot 
requires less water plus the herbs can 
stay in the pot for a longer time. All 
containers for gardening must have 
bottom drainage holes. Many herbs 
are native to the dry Mediterranean 
climate.  If their roots stay wet too 
long, they rot.  Don’t put gravel in 
the bottom because it creates a false 
bottom layer pooling the water, which 
causes the roots to rot.  Luckily most 
pots come with drainage holes.  If you 
fall in love with a pot with no drainage 
and have to own it, ask the retailer to 
drill a hole for you, or take a chance 
and learn to drill one for yourself.

Don’t skimp on potting mix. Good 
potting mix may cost a little more but 
there is a difference. Bagged topsoil, 
garden soil or potting soil for your 
containers are too heavy and young 
plants can rot and die quickly. Use a 
good fertilizer.  While most fertilizers 
include nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium, some do not include 

the micronutrients plants need.  So 
take time and read the label for 
boron, copper, iron, magnesium and 
manganese. Your herbs will love you.

Watering takes the most time of 
any container gardening chore, and is 
very important because many container 
plants die from overwatering. Water 
thoroughly each time.  The biggest 
mistake is to give a little water often, 
rather than a thorough watering less 
often.  A slow soaking is better as it 
allows the roots time to absorb the 
water.  The time honored way to check 
soil moisture is to push a finger into 
the soil about an inch deep to feel for 
dryness.

One of the most common mistakes 
is growing herbs in too much shade. 
Most herbs like full sun, six hours 
or more.  Look at your garden at 
least three times a day, assessing the 
sunlight.  Plants also grow well in light 
shade, four to six hours of sun.  Light 
shade, part sun, part shade mean the 
same as long as the sun is morning 

sun.  If your garden area gets afternoon 
sun, choose plants that tolerate full 
sun.  Arugula, basil, chives, cilantro, 
dill, fennel, lavender, oregano and 
thyme are sun lovers. Mint, rosemary, 
parsley and sage do well in light 
shade.

If you want to try something 
a little different with your flower 
pots, try one of these herbs as 
the centerpiece or thriller in your 
arrangement. A centerpiece is any type 
of plant as long as it remains taller 
than the surrounding plants, just be 
sure the centerpiece likes the same 
growing conditions.  Try one basil, 
chives, dill, fennel, lavender, parsley or 
rosemary. Pick and plant your favorite 
herbs.  Plant according to height, taller 
herbs in the middle or toward the back 
of the pot.  You want to see all of your 
choices, they are absolutely beautiful. 

Happy gardening!
Kathleen Ferris is a Trumbull 

County Ohio State Extension Master 
Gardener and a Cortland resident.

From the garden
By Kathleen Ferris, Master Gardener 

Page  HG1CORTLAND NEWS    2018 SPRING HOME & GARDEN



Page HG2

Try these expert tips and tricks of 
the trade to help make your dream deck 
a reality.

Lay a Solid Foundation 
Don’t skimp on the substructure. 

Often overlooked, the substructure can 
have tremendous impact on performance 
and appearance. For maximum strength 
and stability, opt for steel framing over 
wood in order to achieve a consistently 
flat decking surface. Wooden 
substructures can split, warp and shift 
over time, leading to an uneven surface 
in the deck boards. Dimensionally stable 
steel offers durability benefits over 
wood, plus greater design flexibility, 
sustainability, safety and fire resistance.

Get the Right Tools
In addition to magazines, TV shows 

and social platforms offer outdoor living 
ideas and inspiration. There are also a 
number of online tools designed to help 
guide you through the planning process, 
such as the Trex Deck Starter, which 
can help anyone at the outset of their 
deck building adventures. It provides 
a user-friendly way to experiment with 
various deck configurations and design 
combinations. In three simple steps, 
the tool can help you choose the right 
materials for your project and design a 
customized outdoor living space before 
ever raising a hammer. 

Choose the Right Materials 
When selecting materials, invest 

in decking that can hold up against 
the harshest weather and messiest 
cookouts. High-performance, low-
maintenance composite decking 
offers superior durability and long-
lasting looks. It can also outperform 
both wood and PVC alternatives over 
time. With a wood deck, the cost of 
regular sanding, staining and painting 
compound considerably over time. 
Over the life of a composite deck, the 
reduced maintenance costs of simple 
soap and water cleanings can add up 
to a greater return on investment – not 
to mention the value of all the time 
spent enjoying your deck rather than 
maintaining it.

Deck design 101
Tips for planning a perfect outdoor oasis

iming can be everything, especially when it comes to planning an outdoor living space. By getting a 
jump-start on planning, you can afford yourself time to complete the process with maximum creativity 
and minimal stress. T

Add Safety and Style with 
Railings

Railings can be one of the most 
visible parts of any deck so it should be 
considered at the same time as the deck 
boards. A good rule of thumb is to use 
the “three C’s,” which are: coordinate, 
contrast, customize. For example, 
crisp white posts and black aluminum 
balusters coordinate beautifully with 
gray deck boards, delivering an elegant 
look and feel. For a beachy vibe, opt 
for a contrasting look with all-white 
railings. Or go completely custom with 
sleek, black aluminum railings to create 
a space that’s both modern and inviting.

Incorporate Personal 
Touches with Accessories

Have fun exploring the many 
design elements that are available for 
customizing your deck. Things like 
built-in seating, planters and storage, 
as well as add-ons such as a pergola 
or outdoor furniture, which can add 
comfort, character and convenience 
to your outdoor living space. Further 
personalize your space with a variety 
of deck and landscape lighting fixtures. 

Set up path lights to brighten walkways 
and use spotlights to showcase trees 
and architectural features. Easy to install 
and energy efficient, an option like Trex 
Landscape Lighting can help keep your 
outdoor enjoyment going long after the 
sun goes down.

For more inspiration and tips for 
designing your dream deck, visit Trex.
com.

Designing your outdoor 
space

Before any work can get done on the 
deck of your dreams, designing comes 
first. It’s important to have a plan in mind 
before diving in so that you have a vision 
of what you want your deck to become. 

For example, you might envision 
your deck as a spacious place to host 
family and friends with room to mingle, 
while others may prefer a small, quiet 
space for reading a book or enjoying the 
peace of the outdoors. Different sizes, 
shapes, colors and other factors can all 
have an outsized impact on the final 
look of your deck, so take all factors into 
account before getting started.

Try these starting points for the 
ultimate deck design: 

Choose a Deck Plan
From classic rectangle to beveled-

edge to scenic overlook, an online tool 
like the Trex Deck Starter features a 
library of proven, ready-to-build deck 
designs. For a space that defies pre-
made plans, you can also opt to create 
a custom deck plan to fit the layout of 
your home.

Choose Your Color
The right decking color can enhance 

your yard’s scenery, complement your 
home or make your deck stand out. 
Match your surroundings with natural 
tones, blend in with your home’s 
exterior by matching the trim or consider 
bold colors like a spicy red for a deck 
color that pops. 

Frame Your Space
The right railings can pair with your 

decking to safely frame your space, 
enhance your view and open even more 
design possibilities. Based on your 
decking color, the experts at Trex can 
help make it easier by offering designer- 
curated decking and railing duos. You 
can also customize your railing, making 
the design your own from start to finish.

(Family Features)
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Give your kitchen a 
facelift

(Family Features) Whether completely 
remodeling your kitchen or just looking 
for a few simple upgrades to make your 
cooking space shine, it can be difficult to 
know where to begin.

A well-designed kitchen can 
incorporate both style and luxury, but 
it’s also important to upgrade in ways 
that make everyday tasks easier and 
your space more efficient. From larger 
upgrades like an entire suite of matching 
stainless steel kitchen appliances to 
elegant and durable quartz countertops or 
a new dining set, to smaller optimizations 
such as a smart thermostat to control 
temperatures or multi-tiered cabinet 
organizers, it’s easy to breathe new life 
into one of your home’s most oft-used 
spaces.

Find more upgrades that appeal to 
the eye and can simplify everyday kitchen 
tasks at eLivingToday.com.

Whole-Kitchen Upgrades
Easily update your entire kitchen 

with matching stainless steel appliances 
with the Amana Everyday Value Suite, a 
winning combination of value, hassle-free 
features, quality products and timeless 
design. Perfect for your kitchen, vacation 
home or real estate listing, the Amana 
Everyday Value Suite includes a Side-
by-Side Refrigerator with 3 Gallon Door 
Storage Bins, a Free Standing Range 
with Bake Assist Temps, a Dishwasher 
with Triple Filter Wash System and an 
Over-the-Range Microwave. Find more 
appliances at amana.com.

Aesthetically Pleasing Dining
Available in a wide variety of sizes, 

styles, heights, colors and finishes, even 
when not in use a standout table and set 
of chairs is sure to be a centerpiece of 
your dining area. Look for options such 
as an extendable table leaf or under-table 
storage to allow for versatility whether 
entertaining or preparing an evening 
meal for your family. Simply group the 
matching chairs around your table or mix 
and match different designs to give your 
dining room a more chic feel.

Contain Kitchen Clutter
Many kitchen cabinets have more 

wasted than usable space. Optimize 
storage in these problem areas with 
ClosetMaid’s Premium Kitchen Cabinet 
Organizers featuring multi-tiered pullout 
baskets, a spice rack and trash bin to deal 
with all kinds of kitchen clutter. Each 
organizer is durable, scratch-resistant, 
easy to install and designed specifically 
for any kind of food or container storage. 
For more organization solutions and tips, 
visit ClosetMaid.com.

Add Intelligent Comfort
When you’re busy cooking, make 

sure your kitchen is comfortable with 
a smart thermostat that can help you 
control temperatures even if the oven is 
on its hottest setting. Additionally, the 
added control can also help you ensure 
your whole home, including your kitchen, 
is economically efficient. Apps for your 
smartphone increase the control even 
further, allowing you to make subtle 
adjustments even while away from home.

Quartz Countertop Upgrade
If your countertops are looking tired, 

scratched or stained, it may be time for 
an upgrade. The Radianz countertop line 
is comprised of 93 percent natural quartz, 
making it easy to clean, highly durable 
and resistant to wear and tear, keeping 
the surface looking like new. The line 
of countertops comes in a wide range 
of nature-inspired colors and textures, 
from stunning marbled patterns to warm 
coastal hues, perfect for beautifying 
kitchens, bathrooms and work spaces. 
Learn more at radianz-quartz.com.
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But many homeowners focus their 
attention on the inside of their houses 
and ignore important maintenance on the 
outside. Consider the following updates to 
give your home a spring overhaul. 

Windows and Doors
Windows and doors are the most 

common places for leaks, which can allow 
hot summer air in and cooled air out. As 
you clean, look for cracks in the caulking 
and weather stripping. If you notice any 
fogging up of glass in windows or doors 
over the winter, this could be a sign that 
the weather seal has been compromised.

Air Conditioner 
Maintenance

Just as you (hopefully) serviced your 
furnace in the fall, it is important to give 
your air conditioner the once over before 
you need it. 

Spring Cleaning Checklist
nce spring weather hits, 
most people get the itch 
to dust out the corners 

and coffers for a truly fresh 
start to the New Year. 

O

This includes replacing the filter and 
checking hose connections. Performing this 
chore in the spring means you won’t have any 
surprises come summer. 

Exterior Walls, Roof and Attic
Do a perimeter sweep of the exterior of 

your home once all the snow melts away 
and you’re sure the last frost has come 
and gone. Look for damaged areas, 
especially near the gutters and foundation. 
Any openings are an invitation for water 
and small critters such as carpenter ants 
and termites. 

Additionally, it is important to check 
over your roof — especially after a rough 
or particularly wet winter. Make plans 
to have any cracked or missing shingles 
replaced by a roofer. 

The Garage
This is one “room” that gets ignored 

when it comes to our spring-induced zest 
for organization. In fact, 86 percent of 
Americans can’t even fit their cars in their 
garage for all the stuff they store in it. It is 
time to reclaim the garage. 

Gather up recycling and take it to your 
local center. Organize the items you’ve 
been saving for the garage sale you still 
haven’t hosted and donate them. Grab a 
broom and give the garage floor a good 
sweep.

No matter what level of clutter your 
garage houses, odds are it could use some 
TLC.
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Thinking ahead when it 
comes to your pool will ensure 
you are party-ready come 
warmer weather. 

Putting in a Pool
Thinking of adding a pool to 

your backyard oasis? Here are 
few things to keep in mind as 
you plan.

• Know the basics of what 
you want before requesting 
quotes. Do you want an above- 
or below-ground pool? What 
general size are you looking to 
install? 

• It’s also important to be 
flexible on size if you aren’t too 
constrained by your property. 
Allow yourself the imagination 

Living the Cabana Life
hen spring 
arrives, 
summer is just 

a hop, skip and jump 
away. There is nothing 
like relaxing by the 
pool on a hot summer’s 
day. 

W

of going a little wider or longer 
than you first considered.

• Understand the difference 
between vinyl, concrete and 
fiberglass. Not every material 
suits every need. 

Refreshing Your 
Existing Pool

Diligence is required to 
maintain a clean, safe and 
attractive pool. By staying on top 
of pool maintenance, you will 
ward off major costs down the 
road. 

Here are some key steps: 
• Drain your pool cover and 

clean it before storing it for the 
season.

• Inspect your pool’s tile or 
lining and look for cracks or 
potentials for leaks.

• Consider adding water to 
your pool. Proper water levels 
are important for your pool 
skimmer to run properly. 

• Turn on all equipment to 
make sure everything is running 
properly. If there is a problem, 
you don’t want to find out the 
weekend before a pool party. 

Don’t Forget About 
the Toys

It is always a good idea to 
inspect your pool toys and floats 
before every season to be sure 
they are clean and safe. 

Winter storage can produce 
mold or break down certain 
materials — weakening them 
and making them unsafe. 
Replace toys and floats that have 
been compromised and give toys 
that have survived the winter a 
good scrub before using them.
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The first step to achieving a 
well-organized garden is planning. 
Here’s what you need to know.

Spring Garden Planning
his spring, plan your best garden ever — 
or maybe even your first garden ever. T

Talk With Local 
Experts 

If this is your first time planning 
a garden, consult with a regional 

garden-planting guide. You can 
find one at most hardware stores or 
nurseries. 

If you are a seasoned pro, you 
probably are already familiar with 
the timing of your last frost, but you 
might find some new information 
by checking with your local 
professionals. 

Seeds vs. Seedlings
If you are just starting out, 

seedlings are a safer option. There 
is no need for you to nurture seeds 
from infancy when you’re trying 
to get a handle on your gardening 
strategy. 

If you prefer to grow your own, 
start your seeds inside several 
weeks before your last frost date. 

Create a Worksheet
This is where you decide what 

you want to plant, how much of 
it you want to plant and which 
vegetables you want to plant next 
to one another. 

Tomatoes, peppers, zucchini 

squash and lettuce are good 
vegetables for beginners. Don’t 
forget to contact your local nursery 
to see what grows best in your area. 

Beginners: 
Choosing a Plot

Choose a location on your 
property that receives a lot of sun. 
Vegetables need at least six hours 
of direct sunlight each day to grow 
properly. You also need a space with 
good, loose soil.

If a large garden intimidates 
you, consider a raised bed. You 
choose the size and even create a 
separate area for each vegetable, 
only taking on what you want. 

Skipping the Veggies
You also could skip planting 

vegetables altogether and stick 
with herbs. Not only are they great 
for seasonal cooking, but they 
also smell fantastic and each has a 
unique beauty to it. Plant in beds or 
in pots. The choice is yours.
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All of this is to say don’t ignore your windows.

Adding or Repairing Shutters
Shutters add so much to the curb appeal of your home. Making sure yours are in good 
shape is a worthwhile investment. 
Each year, inspect your shutters. Do they need a new coat of paint? Are they secured 
properly with no loose screws? If your home lacks shutters, consider adding them. 
There are few architectural styles that shutters work against, so be sure to consult 
with your local window and gutter installation company. 

Dressing Window Boxes
If you have window boxes, spring is the ideal time to clean them out and prep them 
for foliage. Swing by your local hardware store or nursery and choose annuals with 
lots of color to fill them. 
If you do not currently have window boxes, consider adding them to the mix. Window 
boxes add texture and flare to the exterior of any home.

Introducing New Draperies
If you recently replaced your drapes or love the ones you currently have, don’t 
underestimate what a good cleaning will do for them. 
Check the tags and see if yours are machine washable. If not, you may have to take 
your drapes to the dry cleaners. This trip will be well worth it when you see how much 
brighter they look rehung across your windows. 

a Good Power Wash
After a winter full of dreary weather and high wind chills, your windows are not at 
their peak performance when it 
comes to light.
Give them a good scrub inside 
before heading outside to hit 
up their exterior panes. If your 
windows are double-hung, this 
will be a much easier task. Always 
follow safety instructions on 
cleaning equipment, especially 
when you’re dealing with glass.

Dress Up Your Windows
indows are major players in home design. 
How they are dressed and framed from the 
exterior lends to the curb appeal of your 

home. Keeping them clean and dressed with drapery 
inside will affect the overall mood of a room and how 
much natural light a room receives. 

W
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Spring is a time for new beginnings, 
and everything is in bloom. Why not have 
your home follow suit? Here are a just a 
few inexpensive ways to freshen up your 
home decor for the new year.

Think Lighter
Say so long to heavy drapes and thick 

throws. You can do a lot to brighten up a 
room by changing out your linens. 

Introduce throw pillows in pastel colors 
and exchange the chenille for a soft cotton 
throw. Open up those heavy drapes, 
give them a good dusting and allow the 
sunshine to warm the room.

The lighter and brighter a room 
becomes, the more like spring it will feel. 

Bring in Fresh Flowers
Whether you pick up a fresh bouquet 

at the supermarket or potted ferns are 
more your style, there is nothing like 
adding a little greenery to liven up a room.

Bringing a little piece of nature indoors 
will help connect the inside of your home 
to all that is blooming outside.

Change Up Your Art
The most important feature when it 

comes to choosing art is sticking with 
what makes you happy. Choose pieces 
that give you joy while giving your space a 
whole new look. 

Even changing out your photos for 
newer ones or snapshots from vacation 
can update your space in a hurry. 

Declutter
Winter brings with it an influx of 

decor for the holiday season. While that 
extra cheer is welcomed in the colder 
months, that same decor can begin to 
feel oppressive once the seasons begin to 
change.

Spring is the time to take inventory 
of your things — store holiday decor, go 
through the stacks of magazines and put 
away items from other areas of the house 
that have migrated into your main living 
space. Make everything new.

Spring Refresh
ith spring well on its 
way, it’s time to say 
goodbye to all that 

is gray and dreary. Our focus 
now is on welcoming the 
fresh air and bright colors. 

W
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The following tips from the U.S. Department of Energy can help.
1. Service your air conditioner. Easy maintenance, such as routinely 

replacing or cleaning air filters, can lower your cooling system’s energy 
consumption by up to 15 percent. Also, the first day of spring could serve 
as a reminder to check your air conditioner’s evaporator coil, which should 
be cleaned annually to ensure the system is performing at optimal levels.

2. Open windows. Opening windows creates a cross-breeze, allowing 
you to naturally cool your home without switching on air conditioners. This 
is an ideal tactic in spring, when temperatures are mild.

3. Use ceiling fans. Cooling your home with ceiling fans will allow you 
to raise your thermostat four degrees. This can help lower your electricity 
bills without sacrificing overall comfort.

4. Cook outside. On warmer spring days, keep the heat out of your 
home by using an outdoor grill instead of indoor ovens.

5. Install window treatments. Energy-efficient window treatments or 
coverings, such as blinds, shades and films, can slash heat gain when 
temperatures rise. These devices not only improve the look of your home 
but also reduce energy costs.

6. Caulk air leaks. Using low-cost caulk to seal cracks and openings in 
your home to keep warm air out — and cash in your wallet.

7.  Bring in sunlight. During daylight hours, switch off artificial lights 
and use windows and skylights to brighten your home.

8. Set the thermostat. On warm days, setting a programmable 
thermostat to a higher setting when you are not at home can help reduce 
your energy costs by approximately 10 percent.

9. Seal ducts. Air loss through ducts can lead to high electricity costs, 
accounting for nearly 30 percent of a cooling system’s energy consumption. 
Sealing and insulating ducts can go a long way toward lowering your 
electricity bills.

10. Switch on bathroom fans. Bathroom fans suck out heat and 
humidity from your home, improving comfort.

Spring Energy-Saving Tips
ith the start of a new season comes a fresh opportunity to find 
ways to save energy and money. W
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And while we enjoy the cozy 
feeling this hibernation provides, 
it also can induce poor circulation 
of air and accumulation of 
dust and germs. Washing and 
changing out your linens is 
a necessary stage of spring 
cleaning. 

Go through every room 
thoroughly, and be sure to wash 
any winter items before storing. 
By the end, your home will be a 
brighter, cleaner version of itself. 

Bedrooms
Say goodbye to all those 

heavy comforters, and welcome 
in light summer quilts. Changing 
out your bedding for lighter 
fabrics in an attractive print will 
go a long way toward freshening 
your bedroom. 

Since spring can still be cool, 
keep a cozy but light throw at 

Change of Season, Change of Linens
e tend to shut 
our homes 
up during 

the winter months 
and perform our own 
version of hibernating. 

W

the foot of your bed. Not only 
does it make for an easy grab in 
the middle of the night, but will 
soften the look of your spring 

bedding.

Living Areas
Think throws, pillows and 

draperies. Not only is it good to 
change out these items for their 
lighter counterparts, but it also 
is smart to begin storing excess.

Spring requires fewer layers, 
so start putting away what you 
know you won’t use. Give your 
draperies a good wash and 
inspect your blinds.

Keeping a space clean and 
bright is the trick to a quick 
“freshen up.”

Kitchen Towels and 
Door Mats

These often are forgotten 

items that can have a major 
impact on the freshness and 
cleanliness of your home. Winter 
weather can be hard on door mats 
— both indoor and outdoor. 

Replacing these with fresh 
mats will not only help keep the 
effects of spring showers out of 
your house but gives you the 
opportunity to introduce a spring 
design. 

And don’t forget those kitchen 
towels. After all those holiday 
meals, they’ve most likely been 
more than pulling their weight. 

If you don’t want to purchase 
new kitchen cloths, run your 
current ones through the wash 
with a good dose of bleach, and 
dry them with a few drops of your 
favorite essential oils.
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For months their lawns go into 
hibernation and disappear under a 
blanket of snow. Once the temperature 
starts to rise and the days start getting 
longer, many are eager to get outside 
and restore their lawns to their former 
glory.

But in order to get a lush green 
lawn that is the envy of your block, it’s 
crucial to get to work at the beginning of 
spring. The lawn experts at Lowe’s have 
shared five key steps you can take right 
now to ensure you have a beautiful and 
healthy yard all year long.

Tune up your 
equipment

Before you start work on your lawn, 
you want to make sure your mower 
is ready for the season. This means 
changing out the oil, tightening up any 
loose bolts or fasteners and starting 
the season with fresh spark plugs. You 
should also make sure the air filter is 
clean, and don’t forget to have your 
blade sharpened. Be sure to follow the 
manufacturer’s instructions.

Evaluate your lawn
Once all the snow has melted, set 

aside some time to walk over your lawn. 
Take note of any dead spots, snow 
mold or raw patches of earth that need 
reseeding. Bring a rake with you to clean 
up dead leaves or break up any thatched 
areas that may have formed over the 
winter.

Take care of snow 
mold

If you find a spot of snow mold 
and other types of lawn fungus that are 
common in early spring, take a rake and 
gently break up the matted grass so it 
can dry. Oftentimes, this will be enough 
to dry out the mold and get the grass 
in the area growing again. However, 
depending on the extent of the damage, 
you might have to patch or reseed the 
area.

Dominate spring: 5 easy 
steps to wake up your lawn

5 steps to wake your lawn up for spring

here are a lot of things people miss 
during the winter - flip-flops, shorts and 
warm sunshine. But one of the things 

homeowners miss the most is the sight of green 
grass.

T
Reseed where needed

For the bare spots as well as areas 
of your lawn that are looking a little 
thin, overseeding is a great way to 
return it to its full, lush state. Spread 
grass seed over the area you want to 
patch, add some fertilizer and about 
a half inch of topsoil and gently rake 
the mixture in with the grass and soil. 
Thoroughly water these patches every 
day until the seeds begin to germinate.

Plant while it’s still 
cool

The cooler temperatures in spring 
are ideal for roots to take hold before 
the hot summer weather arrives. 
This is why spring is the best time to 
seed your lawn. Also, if you’ve been 
thinking of planting any shrubs or 
trees, you should do it before it gets 
too warm.

The smell of fresh-cut grass is 
almost upon us! Lowe’s has all of the 
products and services you need to get 
your lawn ready for spring.

(BPT)
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